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HIS2CO01 : HISTORY AND THEORY

Module 1

Enlightenment and the
Perception of Historical Past

Vico

Giovanni Battista Vico (1668-1744) spent most «f h
professional life as Professor of Rhetoric at theversity of
Naples. He was trained in jurisprudence, but reatkehy in
Classics, philology, and philosophy, all of whictiormed his
highly original views on history, historiographynda culture.
His thought is most fully expressed in his maturerky the
Scienza Nuova or The New Science. In his own tiKiep
was relatively unknown, but from the nineteenth tagn
onwards his views found a wider audience and tollisy
influence is widespread in the humanities and $@uignces.
In his own time Vico’s work was largely neglectedda
generally misunderstood-he describes himself living a
“stranger” and “quite unknown” in his native cityifa,
134)-and it was not until the nineteenth centurgt tihis
thought began to make a significant impression bae t
philosophical world. The earliest known disseminataf
Vico’s views in the English-speaking world is Saintiaylor
Coleridge, who was responsible for much of theregein
Vico in the second half of the nineteenth century.

Vico’s ideas reached a wider audience with a Garma
translation of The New Science by W.E. Weber which
appeared in 1822, and, more significantly, throagRrench
version by Jules Michelet in 1824, which was resskin 1835.
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Michelet’s translation was widely read and was oesjble for
a new appreciation of Vico’s work in France. Suhsagly,
Vico’'s views impacted the work of Wilhelm Dilthe)arl
Marx, R.G. Collingwood, and James Joyce.

Twentieth century scholarship has establishedithating
comparisons with the tradition of Hegelian idealisnd taken
up the relationship between Vico’s thought and tlodt
philosophers in the western tradition and beyond|uding
Plato, Aristotle, Ibn Khaldun, Thomas Hobbes, Bectede
Spinoza, David Hume, Immanuel Kant, and Friedrich
Nietzsche. Comparisons and connections have atodrawn
between Vichean themes and the work of various nmoded
contemporary thinkers, inter alia W.B. Yeats, FHiieu
Froebel, Max Horkheimer, Walter Benjamin, Martin
Heidegger, Hans-Georg Gadamer, Jirgen Habermad, Pau
Ricoeur, Jean-Francois Lyotard, and Alisdair Magiat As a
review of recent and current literature demonssiatan
appreciation of Vico’s thought has spread far beyon
philosophy, and his ideas have been taken up bplash
within a range of contemporary disciplines, inchgli
anthropology, cultural theory, education, hermeigsut
history, literary criticism, psychology, and socigy. Thus
despite obscure beginnings, Vico is now widely rdgd as a
highly original thinker who anticipated central rants in later
philosophy and the human sciences

To illustrate the difference between modern thduayid
ancient thought, Vico developed a remarkable thexryhe
imagination. This theory led to an account of migsed on
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ritual and imitation that would resemble some tweatht
century anthropological theories. He also develoetd
account of the development of human institutionst th
contrasts sharply with his contemporaries in soc@btract
theory. Vico’s account centered on the class steudbat
prefigures nineteenth and twentieth century disonss

Vico’s idea of the ideal eternal history is, ajonith the
verum-factum principle, Vico’'s most famous concephe
ideal eternal history can be thought of looselyaaRlatonic
ideal. Stated in the abstract, the ideal eternsiohy is the
perfect course through which all nations pass.rétfce, each
nation travels through it slightly differently.

Vico describes this ideal eternal history mostodolly
when he gives this axiom: “Men first felt necessityen look
for utility, next attend to comfort, still later arse themselves
with pleasure, thence grow dissolute in luxury, &ndlly go
mad and waste their substance”. It is possibldénduote to
see the same emphasis on utility that Vico hatienUniversal
Law. However, what changes is that this historynmw~
presented clearly as a circular motion in whichame rise and
fall. Nations eternally course and recourse throtighk cycle
passing through these eras over and over again.

Vico divides the ideal eternal history into thesges which
he adopts from Varro. Vico first used these thrgesain the
Universal Law but now he presents it with more itjar
Indeed, Book IV of the New Science is a comparisbhow
different human institutions existed differently the three
ages of history. Clearly the history of Rome isiagdico’s
primary model for the ideal eternal history.
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The first age is the age of gods. In this agetipadasdom
is very strong. Again, there is an aristocracy ahérs who
know how to control themselves and others throuedigion.
These fathers, which Vico calls theological poetde over
small asylums and the famuli who are wandering idets
who come to them seeking protection. The famuthes term
Vico now uses for those who wandered into the l|aofdthe
fathers in the Universal Law.

The second age is the age of heroes. In thistlagdamily
transform from being simple slaves to plebeians wiant
some of the privileges of the rulers. The theolabipoets
transform into heroes. These heroes show theingitneby
fighting each other as illustrated in Homer. However Vico,
the most important conflict is not between the besrdut
between the heroes and the plebeians fighting Heir town
privileges.

The third age is the age of humans. Divine pravige
orchestrates the class wars so that the heroewveriadtly
undermine themselves by conceding certain powershéo
plebeians. The plebeians are able to build theseessions in
order to advance a new way of thinking. In the pmes ages,
society was ruled by poetic wisdom which controllat
actions through ritual. In order to undermine trewver of
these rituals, the plebeians slowly found ways 4eeet the
power of conceptual wisdom, which is the ability ttunk
scientifically and rationally. This way of thinkingives the
plebeians more power and removes the strangleHgbetic
wisdom on humanity.
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Unfortunately, while this conceptual wisdom givise
plebeians their freedom, it undermines the cultualty
provided by poetic wisdom. While all in society bew free
and equal, the religious inspiration to work foe tbommon
good rather than the individual becomes lost. Spcie
eventually splinters into a barbarism of reflectionwhich
civil wars are fought solely for personal gain. Shg the
barbarism of reflection which returns society &atigin.

One of the major debates about the ideal etelistirly is
whether it is a circle or a spiral. Those who ssggleat it is a
spiral hold that each time a nation goes through itteal
eternal history, it improves. Those who suggess ia circle
hold that each cycle of the ideal eternal histaglly does
reduce it back to its beginning. Unfortunately sthppears to
be an instance where Vico had to remain silentumsgehad he
tried to resolve the issue, he would have had tkensame sort
of comment on the relation of the church to socighych he
was not prepared to do. As a result, the debatatdimw best
to read the ideal eternal history continues.

David Hume

David Hume (1711-1776) was a product of Scottish
enlightenment and was associated with Anti Canésia
begun by Vico and reoriented philosophy in the aion of
history. He demonstrated that history was a legitenand
valid type of knowledge because history did nothpiee more
than it could perform and it did not depend on any
metaphysical hypotheses.
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Hume’s thorough going empiricism resulted in his
skepticism about causality, thus destroying theiomat
approach to God and the world. His high conceptibhistory
made him favour history over philosophical studiés.his
essay, “On the study of history’, Hume refers tstdny as an
“agreeable entertainment” more interesting thanioiic He
applied his principles of philosophy to historidaiowledge
and showed that historical knowledge is a systeneagonable
beliefs based on testimony.

Hume demonstrated that history is a legitimate aaldl
type of knowledge. He wrote that no other kind nbwledge
is more than a system of reasonable beliefs anérmnustory
did not decay with mere length. He also criticizlee idea that
human society had originated by a ‘social contragtis
rational thinking is very clear in his philosopHigaece, ‘The
treatise of Human Nature’ which he wrote at the aje
twenty-eight.

Hume hoped to discover in history the causes efrite
and fall of nations and to see in it all the humaece pass and
review before him. Most of the enlightenment histos
including Hume, Gibbon etc. retained the Judeo<iiamn
teleological view that history was moving and pexging
towards a goal. But they consciously shed its thgaoal
aspect, rationalized the historical process, amdlagzed the
goal.

Hume’s ‘History of England’ in six volumes was
published between 1745 and 1762 and the work cdvére
story of Britain from Julius Caesar’s invasion bétisland to
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the glorious revolution of 1688. In this work, Hunias
analyzed the rise of history of England-its rise arhat led to
its greatness and the disastrous effects thaioeligas had on
its progress.

Johann Herder

Johann Gottfried Von Herder (1744-1803) was the
harbinger of German Romantic movement and was aiso
innovator in philosophy of history and culture. Higork,
‘Ideen zur Philosophie der Geschichte der Menscheit
(Outlines of a Philosophy of the History of Man)hbtished
between 1784 and 1791 anticipated Darwin in itsrckhat all
and lorganic life is connected and evolving progesy
toward human beings, the highest forms of lifeisitivided
into four parts and according to historian R.G.li@givood, it
is “a marvelous quantity of fertile and valuableughts”. He
turned the interests of historians away from puditiand
diplomatic history and toward social, cultural antkllectual
history. For him, history as a whole is a purelyunal history
of human forces, actions and instincts.

Herder proposed a racial division of mankind with
evolution of differentiation of mankind into varisuaces, each
race closely related to its geographical environmAmong
the races thus formed, he held the Europeans asgegdad
higher form owing to the geographical and climatic
peculiarities of Europe. Herder's philosophy oftbrg and
culture caused a ferment of fundamental thinkingsarmany
known as ‘Romanticism’, and sowed the seeds ofurallt
nationalism nurtured later by Goethe, Kant, Hegel &he
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whole movement was based on the primacy of feedind
emotion; and from Germany, its influence spreadughout
Europe.

Herder’'s philosophy of national culture and nagilon
character was rooted in Romanticism. He declaratlath true
culture or civilization must rise from native roptie ‘volk’
(life of common people)-and not from the cosmojawlitife of
the upper classes. Each civilization, accordinghitm is a
biological and spiritual entity, a plant, an orgami with its
own birth, maturity, decline and death. Each natiaulture is
a unique entity with its own inherent charactes dwn
language, religion, moral code, literature and #rtis this
national culture that moulds national character @etgrmined
the history of people.

Herder exhorted historians to sympathize with riadon
and feel themselves into it. He went against tHiglenment
historians and asserted that everything is relgtivight into
its own historical context. His ideas on race andtucal
nationalism were later used in assertion of supéyiocof
Europeans and imperialism.

Romanticism

The expression ‘Romantic’ became popular duriagwn
time, roughly 1780-1850. But, even within its periof
existence, few romantics would have agreed on géner
meaning. The ‘philosophes’ of the Enlightenmentdhal
conception of human nature as something uniform and
unchanging and treated certain ages of the pastMiddle
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Ages as primitive and barbaric. Romanticism appkare

conflict with such ideas of the Enlightenment.sisaid to have
shook the comfortable T8century ‘philosophe’ out of their
intellectual single-mindedness. The Romanticistkéal upon
life and its interpretation as based more on fgetiman on

thought. According to them, enlightenment stiflethgination,

sensitivity, feelings, spontaneity and freedom. Fire

romanticists, the medium of thought itself was ifegl The

skepticism, rationalism and intellectualism of #ge of reason
came to be challenged everywhere by faith and rigeli
imagination and mystery, sentiment and romance.

Jean Jacques Rousseau was the inspirer, and medsia
the Romantic Movement. Romanticism was Rousseaails c
back to naturalness and freedom, a call for orlginafor
direct experience and unhindered expression. Theamtc
tide swept Europe between Rousseau and Darwirtetature
of feeling, sentiment and passion flowed from Gearma
England and France. Self-consciousness appeaonhea®f
the key elements o Romanticism itself. Romanticism
humanized history by divesting it of its pragmaidte as the
orator and teacher of prudence and virtue and with
humanization came a vast widening of scope of hjistbhe
romantic love of the mysterious and unknown conteb to a
new interest in strange and distant societies awitizations
such as the Chinese, Arab, Indian, Persian and tEgyp
Unlike the enlightenment historians who viewed plast ages
with contempt and disgust, romanticists regardedwith
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sympathy and respect. They found in such agesxjegsion
of genuine and valuable human achievements.

Romanticist sympathy for primitive times and fdret
Middle Ages became an asset which vastly enriches t
historical outlook. According to Collingwood, ‘thiove for
the past did not develop into a futile nostalgiatfte past as
such, owed to another conception of romanticism-the
conception of history as a progress, a developraEhuman
reason or the education of mankind’. For a romdmstorian a
past age like the Middle Ages was important doydayty
because it was of permanent value in itself, asnmue
achievement of the human mind; and partly as taglage in a
course of development leading onto things of dikkater
value. So, romantic historiography unlike enligimemt
historiography thought of the whole past as one thedefore
no part of it was neglected as unworthy of study.

The romanticists emphasized the differences betwee
different ages and different national groups. Reassand
Herder laid the emotional and philosophical basistie
nationalist creed. The sympathy and admiration lbgltthe
romanticists for the Middle Ages led to an imitatiof the
mystic and capricious standards of those past destu
Romanticist insistence on feeling and passion tinlkerature
and historiography more than ever. This also bedhmeause
for criticism as well. Instead of being investigatwf truth,
some romanticists in a way mystified human life dunstory.
They tried to make history attractive by indulgimgfanciful
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depictions and compromised in pursuit of rationalises in
history.

The romanticist-nationalist view of history proppep
dangerous theories of race and culture which pealithe
ideological basis, for the phenomenon of moderneiiatism.
It led later to the notion of Aryan superiority atie ‘civilizing
mission’ of the non whites and justification fol@oialism.

Nationalism

Modern Nationalism is a powerful sentiment. Thaareal
spirit is sometimes given a spiritual characterthaswill of the
people to live together. This sentiment of unityusually
produced by community of race, language, religion,
geographic unity, common political aspirations, atdve all,
common historical development. The nation-state dexome
the normal form of political organization in the desn period.
The deep emotional basis of romanticism not oniygated
nationalism but linked literature and historiogragtosely.

The romantic historians were good at evoking fhetof
nation’s past and they shifted the universal odktlwonational
outlook and held that there were certain unconscwmeative
forces which operate in the development of theonatThey
treated each nation as a unit of human culture. néttienalist
emphasis on people rather than state had the etiect
transforming the exclusive idea of political histomore
comprehensively, embracing the material and spiritu
development of man in society.

The spirit of resurgent nationalism gave a strongetus
to historical studies and supplied a powerful metifor
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historical investigation in so far as people endeed to trace
the roots of their national identity. Thus, thd"x@ntury which
as the century of nationalism in Europe as alsocdmury of
great history writing; its historical output as gast that any
survey of it is bound to be narrowly selective.

The prominence given to the history of separat&ns
gradually stressed the superiority of one natioerdkie other.
The nationalist histories often carried apoliticaéssage and
were didactic in nature. Intended for the politieducation of
the nation, they aimed at inculcating a larger ipasm,
training virile citizens, avenging national humilas and
redeeming national honour. In nationalist historagdny,
national glorification often ended up in the worshf state
power and glorification of war.

According to Ernest Gellner: ‘Nationalism is a ipoél
principle that holds that national and politicalitarshould be
congruent. Living in modern times, people tendatket nation
and state for granted and moreover, tend to tagm tto be
more or less the same thing because they appearyasearly
the same things. For this coming together of sat nation,
there are clearly three pre-Nationalism conditionghere
should be a state; there should be a nation; aralyfj they
should be nationalism to tell the other two thatytlare meant
for each other and cannot live without each other.

There is a terminological and conceptual questidn
distinguishing nationalism from patriotism. A poauproposal
is the contrast between attachment to one’s coastiyefining
patriotism and attachment to one’s people andaiditions as
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defining nationalism. There is a fair amount of egmnent
about the classical, historically paradigmatic forof
nationalism. It typically features the supremacyhe nation’s
claims over other claims to individual allegiancedafull
sovereignty as the persistent aim of its politipagbgram.
Territorial sovereignty has traditionally been sasra defining
element of state power and essential for nationhttodas
extolled in classic modern works by Hobbes, Locked
Rousseau and is returning to center stage in thatelethough
philosophers are now more skeptical.

In recent times, the focus has moved more in treetbn
of “liberal nationalism”, the view that mitigatelet classical
claims and tries to bring together the pro-natiatttude and
the respect for traditional liberal values. Fortamee, the
territorial state as political unit is seen by elaal nationalists
as centrally “belonging” to one ethnic-cultural gpoand as
actively charged with protecting and promulgatints i
traditions. The liberal variety allows for “sharingf the
territorial state with non-dominant ethnic group3lassical
nationalism is the political program that sees dresation and
maintenance of a fully sovereign state owned byiveng
ethno-national group (“people” or “nation”) as anpary duty
of each member of the group. Starting from the ragsion
that the appropriate (or “natural”) unit of cultuis an
ethno-nation, it claims that a primary duty of eacbmber is
to abide by one’s recognizably ethno-national ¢eltin all
cultural matters.

Liberal nationalists see liberal-democratic pnhes and
pro-national attitudes as belonging together. Qfree, some
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things have to be sacrificed: that either the nmegfniness of a
community or its openness must be sacrificed toeserient
as we cannot have them both. Liberal nationalisterde
about the value of multiculturalism. There are twgportant
theories regarding the origin of nation -primortiad and
constructivism. Primordialism is the theory thatioras have a
national identity embedded; nations are rooted itomon
cultural heritage and language, and often traceotigin of
nation to the pre-modern period. The constructitistory
work upon the theory that a national identity isgkxd in
response to social and historical circumstance imchv
nationalism is the method of finding replacementtfee loss
of some cultural concept and assume nation is aemod
phenomena and it is often linked to the emergehasdastrial
economies.

Positivism and History as Science

Positivism emerged out of a situation in whichréheras
tremendous optimism centered on the cognitive powfer
science evolved at a specific juncture of Europbgtory
when the entire social landscape altered becausehef
scientific revolution, the Enlightenment and theertah
revolution. The roots of early positivism could foeind in the
first half of the nineteenth century in France, de more
precise-the state of post-revolutionary France.rdhgas a
significant change in the domain of knowledge. $hparation
of science and philosophy became inevitable; neenstic
journals started appearing, and a close link betwssence
and industry was established. It was felt thatdlveas a single
scientific method applicable to all fields of study
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Auguste Comte (1798-1857), is considered to be the
founder of positivism, he saw the contradictionwesn the
two social forc2es of the period: theological/ tafly and
scientific/ industrial. He felt that thi2s contration could be
resolved only by the triumph of the scientific/irstiual
society. Scientists, as he saw all around, werdace
theologians as the moral guardians of the new soaiar, and
industrialists were replacing the warriors. Comiwred the
Enlightenment assertion that it was possible fderse to
grasp the workings of the world. He believed thadipvist or
scientific knowledge was the inevitable outcome tbe
progressive growth of the individual mind as wedl the
historical development of human knowledge.

What made Comte immortal in the discipline was his
celebrated 'law of three stages'. First, he spokethe
theological stage: a stage in which the mind exglai
phenomena or mundane occurrences by ascribing tiehe
unfathomable gods. The fact is that without someleggwne
cannot begin to make systematic observations. Arhees in
their infancy could not escape the questions rejato the
essences of phenomena and their ultimate origing/hich
theological answers are most appropriate. Secandpbke of
the metaphysical stage in which abstract forcesyep® and
essences, rather than spiritual forces, are cameslde
responsible for worldly affairs. And finally, as @te argued,
there was a positive or scientific stage in which abandon
the search for ultimate origins, purposes, or abstforces,
and become more concrete and focused: we obseese th
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relations between phenomena, and arrive at lawausecthe
aim of positive philosophies to consider all pheeom as
subject to invariable natural laws. In other worgssitivist
knowledge is empirical and universal; somethingt thea
concrete and demonstrable. Comte was a great peoparf
science. He believed in the essential Enlightenmetibn of
progress and in the arrival of the new age of siien
objectivity. Auguste Comte provided the intelledtua
foundation of positivist theory.

Positivism in history was a reaction to Romanttis
Romanticism made historical work more imaginatiwdile
positivism viewed all facts and events of the pastheir
evolutionary order. Romanticism made individu&ls tentre
of attraction, conceived of organic connections siudied the
concepts o liberty and progress; positivism repgbcte
individualism and talked of masses, races, sosietad
tendencies. Romanticism had overthrown instructive,
moralizing and serviceable history; positivism gted on the
interdependence of social factors.

Positivism boasted that it made history a scieame that
it stands for actual, absolute, dependable knoveledigyived
by the application of scientific methods of inquigs in the
natural sciences. Scientific revolution of ™M Zentury gave
impetus to the attempt to make historical knowlesigientific.
The influence of positivism on history could be t®=en in the
growth of a kind of history marked by meticulousrecdor
details. The result was an unprecedented increfadetailed
and carefully sifted historical material, whetheterary,
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epigraphic or archaeological, and this startedsthentific and
positive course of historical understanding.

Rankean positivism

Leopold von Ranke (1795-1886), the nineteenthtognt
German historian, is generally considered as thendmg
father of the Empirical historiography. The Danistholar
Barthold Georg Niebuhr (1776-1831) is generally sidered
as the pioneer of this new critical method andsingrce-based
historical research. He used the advanced methdidgpfistic
studies and textual analysis for the study of therses and
writing of his book, History of Rome, which was pished in
1811-12. Although Niebuhr was a crucial figure evdloping
method of history-writing, it was Ranke who mustdoedited
with the beginning of the modern historiography.1824, he
published his first book, The History of the La#éind Teutonic
Nations and in the book he wrote the passage wiedame
the foremost justification of empirical historiogtay: ‘To
history has been assigned the task of judging th&, pof
instructing the present for the benefit of the fatages. To
such lofty functions this work does not aspire. disn is
merely to show how it really was.’

The Rankean approach to history-writing can be
summarised as follows:

1) Ranke believed that the past should be undetstoibs own
terms and not those of the present. The attitudd$ahaviour
of the people of the past ages should be discebyethe
incisive study of that particular period and shouldt be
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viewed by the parameters of the historian’s own. age
Ranke’s opinion, the historian should avoid thespre-centric
concerns while studying the past and should tryrtderstand
what issues were important to the people of thehagehe was
studying. This idea of Ranke and the Empirical stho
introduced the notion of historicity. It meant thgdst has its
own nature which was different from the presenis the duty
of the historian to uncover the spirit of a paraiage.

2) Ranke was an Empiricist who believed that thevkedge
is derived only through the sense experience. Ahd t
knowledge of the past can come from the sourceshware
the objective embodiments of the experiences opduple of
that particular period. Thus the historian showdly ronly on
the material available in the sources. The histosiould not
take recourse to imagination or intuition. Any etaéent to be
made about the past should find reference amonggiinees.

3) But Ranke was also critical towards the soussebsdid not
have blind faith in them. He knew that all soureese not of
equal value. He, therefore, advocated the hieramhyhe
sources. He gave priority to the sources which were
contemporary with the events. These are knowneagrimary
sources. Among these, the records produced bydttieipants
or direct observers should be given preferencéded written
by others in the same period. Then there are ther sources
produced by people later on. These are known asetendary
sources and should be accorded lesser credence thilean
primary sources while studying the events. Thusptexrise
dating of all sources became a matter of prime eonc
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4) Ranke also emphasised the importance of prayidin
references. This way all the assertions and statesnoeuld be
supported by giving full details of sources fromieththey
were derived. Here he further refined and elabdratee
technique already followed by Gibbon and other dniahs
before him. This practice was important becausgrovided
the opportunity to cross-check the evidences clgdthe
historians. This would lead to corrections and rficalions of
the views and interpretations of historians.

5) Ranke differentiated between facts and integpi@ts. He
emphasised on the primacy of facts which were stipgdy
the evidences based on the sources. The histgoans to
first establish facts and then interpret them. ThasRanke’s
opinion, the historian should not look into the m®s to
confirm his/her hypotheses, but, instead, build/heis
hypotheses on the basis of the facts found indbecss.

Ranke and his followers not only established the
methodology for professional history but also hdlpm
developing the institutions to support it. Ranlkerted graduate
seminars in the University of Berlin in 1833 wheyeung
researchers were systematically trained. It creatguoup of
scholars in Germany in the 1840s who were devabeldvwaho
were involved in writing professional history. Evédefore
that, in 1823, the Prussian government had stathex
publication of Monumenta Germaniae Historica whatifove
to publish all important sources for German mediéwstory
for the historians. Ranke conceptualised history agjorous
science which should abstain from metaphysical idpgons
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and value judgments. He further emphasised thatigterians
must put the sources to philological criticism inder to
determine their veracity. In contrast to the Comteasitivism,
Ranke stressed the uniqueness of the events andhaiot
universality. For him, it was important to look fdre exact
details and not for the general laws.

Critics of Positivism

There has been widespread criticism of the pasitand
empiricist views of history. Even since the Rankeaa there
have been historians who criticised this trend
history-writing. Johan Gustav Droysen (1808-18®4dfessor
of History at Berlin from 1859 to 1884, describéé bbjective
approach of Ranke as ‘the objectivity of a eunudiie work
of Jacob Burckhardt (1818-97), Profesor of HistatyBasle
from 1845, provided an alternative approach to didRanke.
He was a disciple of Ranke, but reacted againsimeithod of
history-writing and followed the approach of Augosthierry
( 1795-1856) and Jules Michelet (1798-1874). Thieand
Michelet criticised the straightforward empiricisamd gave
rise to ideas which are associated with the scbbtlistorical
romanticism’. This trend of historiography stressled points
which the Rankean and Positivist schools had mejecthe
historians associated with this trend emphasise@
importance of historian’s intervention in the wrgi of history.
They believed that the historian should be passsorzend
committed rather than detached. They also emplthgise
moral side of history-writing in opposition to raal
approach. The local and the particular were givearem
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importance as against universal and general. Tsterliof the

community as a whole was emphasised as againapfireach
which gave prominence to the leaders. As Thierry Sat his

aim in writing history was to ‘envisage the destofypeoples
and not of certain famous men, to present the ddres of

social life and not those of the individual’. Th&chool

believed in the importance of literary skills inethvriting of

history and stressed that history was as much sait aas

science. They criticised empiricism for its cultsgfurces and
its emphasis on neutral interpretation. They, i\ [ace,
stressed the role of sentiments and feelings bonyisvriting.

Although there were many historians even befor2419
who seriously questioned the possibility of a stfen neutral
and value-free history, the events of the First M/&ar and
their aftermath severely jolted the belief that tdmisal
accounts could be produced which would satisfypesof all
nationalities. In fact, the historians of many cwoi@s wrote
histories which contradicted the ones written bysthin other
countries. They interpreted events which justifidideir
respective nations. Even though there were exaeptio this
rule, the overall tendency was to write nationahsitories
rather than ‘scientific’ histories. In fact, the tiomalist
histories were flaunted as scientific histories.

The Rankean and Positivist ideals of producingergdic’
and ‘objective’ history came under severe strairhe T
Positivists believed in the methods and ‘truths’ttoé natural
sciences. They wanted to apply these methods tsttiy of
society as well. Hence, they designated these plilses as
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social sciences. They believed that, by the usenddctive
methods, it was possible to predict about the &tifrsociety
as in the natural sciences. But in the 20th centheynature of
the natural sciences also changed at theoretigal. [&lbert
Einstein’s General Theory of Relativity, propoundedl913,
changed the very nature of research in naturahesege The
thinking about history was also influenced by these
developments. The Positivist certainty and Ranksdgectivity
now seemed a thing of the past. Many thinkers now
emphasised the relativistic nature of history. \&ith Dilthey
(1833-1911) in Germany, Benedetto Croce (1866-1962)
Italy and R.G. Collingwood (1889-1943) in Englancerey
among the more influential thinkers in this regafttoce
declared that ‘All history is contemporary historwhich
meant that history is written always in the liglittioe present
concern and is shaped by the ideological tool aktel to the
historian in his/her own era. The American histori&arl
Becker, denied the existence of facts at all byrgpthat ‘the
facts of history do not exist for any historiarl tie creates
them’. Collingwood went even further by provocalwstating
that ‘all history is the history of thought'. Theirews received
wide acceptance among historians. The role of tbk®rman
now acquired huge prominence, as the role of seuhzs
early on. The work of interpretation was alwayssidaered the
prerogative of the historian. But now even the siea about
what should be considered as facts was thoughtetdhb
privilege of the historian. As E.H.Carr states titfa¢ necessity
to establish these basic facts rests not on aniityjud the
facts themselves, but on a priori decision of tistonian’. The
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facts no longer spoke for themselves, as was tbe with the
empiricists; they now have to be made to speakendiction
of the historian.

Positivism sought to give a 'scientific status' ttoe
discipline. The search for precision, objectivitausality and
value neutrality made it acceptable. This positivs®cial
science found its logical culmination in the cultnombers, in
the mathematization of social phenomena, in thee ug
reduce qualitative human experiences into quadtsiatistical
figures. It is possible to say that what is apileain the
domain of nature is not necessarily applicabldexdomain of
human society. Because, unlike nature, society istsn®f
self-reflexive agents who think, argue, contestl dmrough
their practices and actions transform the worldnd¢esociety
cannot be subject to abstract/universal generaizat
Positivism, it is alleged, undermines the creativieflexivity
and agency of social actors and that it reducstdyi to a
mere technique, separated from moral/political @ssu
Positivism can prove to be pro-establishment, stgtist,
non-critical and non-reflexive. In the twentiethntgy this
critigue of positivism came rather sharply from tical
theorists, or the adherents of the Frankfurt Sclobdarxism.
Post-modernists deconstruct the very foundatioscience and
thus for post-modernists, positivism loses its ¢igs power
and legitimacy.

Hegelian philosophy of History

Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel (1770-1831) is a i@an
thinker who devoted his life wholly to academic iptg. His
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science of logic, dialectical reasoning, encyclopeaf
philosophical sciences, and philosophy of Rightl-peovide

an intellectual foundation for modern nationaligdegel was
an idealist who methodically constructed a compmsive
system of thought about the world. Hegel held tRaglity
must be Rational and that its ultimate structurecisealed in
the structure of our thought. He attempts to gineskaborate,
comprehensive and systematic ontology from a ldgica
standpoint.

Hegel was a product of German Idealism, which drew
considerable inspiration from Rousseau and Kant and
integrated it with contemporary popular desire (derman
unification leading to the rise of the nation ssate Europe.
Hegel wrote extensively on various aspects of alit
Philosophy. Hegel's writings show that several qguphers
and thinkers of the past intensely influenced hifegel
borrowed his dialectical method from Socrates. ©ae also
discern some influence of Aristotle’'s teleology biegel.
Teleology is a theory of knowledge according tockha thing
is understood in terms of its end or purpose. TleatgGerman
rationalist Irnmanuel Kant's influence is also disgble in
Hegel's writings.

The Hegelian idea that the state is founded osoreand
the laws made by the state are the dictates of mason is
quite similar to the Kantian position. Rousseawenésal Will
influenced him and the Hegelian Idea, Spirit or fenis
infallible. Again like Rousseau, Hegel gives pripdc public
interest over the private interest. Hegel's phipdgo was
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historicist in nature. Historicism is a doctrine,hiah is
variously understood by different thinkers. Inm®st general
sense itis rooted in the assumption that there are linots t
scientific knowledge about human activities andi@agtments
and such inadequate scientific knowledge cannaideel as a
means for controlling the future course of evefitsntrary to
this, historicism is linked to ambitions for suldjeg all human
happenings to rational control.

Hegel's philosophy of history is contained in teetures
that he delivered while he was at the Berlin Ursitgr He
does not attach much importance to the materialgthi He
views them merely as the cumulative result of etvoiu of
absolute Idea. Absolute idea is dynamic and evelving. It
moves forward in search of self-realization. Tkigarmed by
Hegel as unfolding of the reason. The whole uneessthe
result of this process of unfolding of Reason. dntf Hegel's
philosophy of history is somewhat similar to theriStan
theology, which sees history as a pattern of megmirevents
which can be understood in terms of cosmic deslgns
unfolding of reason under God's guidance or aswitly God.
The Absolute Idea moves forward in an evolutionamycess.
In this evolutionary process the absolute Idederspirit takes
many forms, discarding the earlier ones and gettisger
ones. The first stage in this evolution is the jpdaisor the
inorganic world. At this initial stage the Absolutdea (or
Spirit) acquires the form of gross matter. The gecstage in
this process is the organic world: animals, plagtis This
stage is an improvement on the earlier stage. fAing $tage is

School of Distance Education, University of Calicut 31



HIS2CO01 : HISTORY AND THEORY

the evolution of human beings. Each stage is mongpticated
than the previous stage. The evolution of humandsemarks
a qualitatively higher stage because the humangbeare
rational agents capable of distinguishing betweendgand
bad. The fourth stage marks the evolution of famigtem, in
addition to rational element it involves mutual peaation and
accommodation. The fifth stage marks the evolubdrCivil
Society. Here economic interdependence is the feainre in
addition to mutual cooperation and accommodatidre Tast
and highest stage witnesses the evolution of tht,sthich
represents a perfect moral order.

Hegel argues that family symbolizes unity; civilceety
symbolizes particularity and the state symbolizewwersality.
The unity of the family, particularity of the civdociety is
realized with the appearance of the state as thmlgyg of the
universal order. Both the family and civil societse to some
degree rational but only the state is perfectlyorati and
perfectly ethical. In short, the evolutionary prsgepasses
through the following stages and each successiagesis a
distinct improvement on the predecessor stagestgmic
would - organic world - human beings - family -itsociety —
State. It should be noted that with the help of #iove
argument Hegel tried to solve the basic problemutltbe
relationship between matter and Spirit. He did goalguing
that matter is only a manifestation of Spirit is @rude form.
Matter is not only a negation of Spirit but als@ ttonscious
realization of Spirit. The second important dimensof

Hegel's philosophy of history is the doctrine of
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historicism. It is difficult to explain this doctre. Broadly
speaking, historicism is a doctrine, which holdst tthe whole
course of history is predetermined course. The Imuma
intervention or human effort can be effective offlit falls in
line with the dialectical direction of the worldshory. Like the
stoic God history leads the wise man and dragddblke The
third major dimension of Hegel's philosophy of argtis the
use of Aristotelian teleology. According to it ey#ring in the
world is moving towards the realization of its ents, true
nature. From the point of view of the human actbrstory is a
union of irony and tragedy; from the point of viest the
Whole it is cyclic. When we look at Hegel's philpby of
history in its totality we can say that it is arteatpt to
synthesize Kant's and Herder's philosophies obhjistkant
advocated scientific understanding of history, whilerder
emphasized the place of feelings and speculatiothi$ sense
Hegel's philosophy of history is speculative reasér Hegel
the world history exhibits the development of the
consciousness of freedom on the part of Spirit.

Hegel actually applies his philosophy of historiiem he
says that in the oriental world (China etc) thegeswespotism
and slavery and freedom was confined only to thearh.
But in Greek and Roman civilizations although stgveras
there, yet the citizens enjoyed freedom. In Eurpaeticularly
in Germany there is emphasis on liberty for all amfhite
worth of each individual is recognized. The worldtary thus
consists of definite stages of progression-OrienGieek,
Roman and Germanic. In short, Hegel's philosophkistory
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consists of two parts: (i) the general pattern &rdvarious
stages in this general pattern. Finally, Hegel'sopbphy of
history talks of doctrine of moving forces in histal change.
He argues that Reason's great design can be cautedith
the help of human passions. Certain great men Qikesar or
Alexander) are chosen as instruments of destingh $wen are
necessary if the plot of history is to be carrieat. oThis
amounts to saying that ideas are important buetheust be
will power to implement them.

Hegel looks at history as the gradual evolutiontiod
Absolute Idea or the Spirit. History is progress$ ibunoves in
violent spirals. The most significant aspect of Ralitical
Philosophy is his theory of the state which is dasa the
axiom that what is rational is real and what id reaational.
Hegel's political philosophy has exercised gredtuamce
during the last two centuries and a major examgle thie rise
of fascism in Italy. The general swing to the rightsaid to
have drawn inspiration from his philosophy espégisince he
viewed war as an instrument in the hands of woplidits to
facilitate the development of world according te ttiialectic
of history.
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Module I

History and Classical Social theory

Social theory refers to ideas, arguments, hypethes
thought-experiments and explanatory speculatiormaitabow
and why human societies—or elements or structufesuch
societies—come to be formed, change, and develep tone
or disappear. Social theory most commonly encongsatdse
range of explanatory concepts, analytical toolsl hauristic
devices on which sociologists and social scienttstsw in
their efforts to interpret statistical or qualiteti data about
particular empirical social phenomena. This modlitEusses
some of the classical Social theoreticians andsidea

Max Weber

Maximilian Carl Emil “Max” Weber (1864-1920) was
born in the Erfurt, Prussia. Most of his educatwas at the
universities of Heidelberg and Berlin. Weber wasted in law,
eventually writing hisHabilitationsschrifton Roman law and
agrarian history under August Meitzen, a promingolitical
economist of the time. After the initial years efal practice
and public service, he turned towards academicareseand
writing. One of his initial research which proposdie
displacement of the German agrarian workers in Eagisia by
Polish migrant labours invited lot of criticismsdaattention on
his work. During the time of professorship in pckl economy
at Heidelberg Weber and his associates such agQebthinek,
Ernst Troeltsch, and Werner Sombart, Marc Blochbdtb
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Michels, and Gyodrgy Lukacs expanded the scope aiabo
Theory.

Weber’s studies into the history as generallygatsed as
as a developmental history of Western rationaltbeuniversal
history of rationalist culture, and degeneratenatern rational
society. Weber’'s rationalization thesis based omofean
history is its seeming irreversibility and Euroagsrh in its
formulations and theorization of events has latevited
criticisms. Weber's theorization of bureaucracy and
rationalization of control over social and politidde of the
people is most vivid in his elaboration of idealrdaucracy.
According to Weber “The development of the modenmf of
organisation concurs in all sectors with the degwelent and
continuous expansion of bureaucratic administrati&ecause
the bureaucratic administration is always obsewmder equal
conditions and from a formal and technical perspecithe
most rational type” He further justify the supettprof the
bureaucracy by saying that “the main source ofstieeriority
of bureaucratic administration lies in the role tethnical
knowledge, which, through the development of modern
technology and economic methods in goods’ prodoctias
become absolutely indispensable” One of the magitst of
contemporary bureaucracy is its attempt to buiditnions of
social and political control has been argued by §vels one of
the major role of bureaucracy in his works. Accogdto him
“bureaucratic administration fundamentally mearesdkercise
of domination based on knowledge. This is the trat makes
it specifically rational. It consists, on the oreni, of technical
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knowledge, which is, per se, sufficient to ensug@osaition of
extraordinary power for bureaucracy. On the othand) it
should be considered that bureaucratic organisgtionthose
in power who use it, tend to become even more polwby

the knowledge that comes from the practice that #itain in

the function”

The Methodology of Ideal Type

The methodology of “ideal type” is another impoita
theoretical formulation of Weber. According to Webe
definition, “an ideal type is formed by the oneesid
accentuatiorof one or more points of view” according to which
“concrete individuaphenomena ... are arranged into a unified
analytical construct” in its purely fictional na&jrit is a
methodological “utopia that cannot be found empihc
anywhere in reality”. Given the premise that theaidtype is
fictional in nature, Weber never seeks to claimvasidity in
terms of a reproduction of or a correspondence weality. Its
validity can be ascertained only in terms of adeguaThis
does not mean, however, that objectivity, limitedtas, can be
gained by “weighing the various evaluations agaioee
another and making a ‘statesman-like’ compromiseorggm
them” which is often proposed as a solution by ¢hslksaring
Weber’s kind of methodological perspectivism. Sagractice,
which Weber calls “syncretism,” is not only impdssibut also
unethical, for it avoids “the practical duty to rstlaup for our
own ideals”

According to Weber, a clear value commitment, raiter
how subjective, is both unavoidablnd necessary. It is
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unavoidable for otherwise no meaningful knowledge can be
attained. Further, it isnecessary for otherwise the value
position of a researcher would not be foregroundedrly and
admitted as such — not only to the readers of #search
outcome but also to the very researcher him/herbelbther
words, Weber’'s emphasis on “one-sidedness” not affisms
the subjective nature of scientific knowledge Hebalemands
that the researcher belf-consciouslgubjective. The ideal type
is devised for this purpose, for “only as an idegde” can
subjective value — *“that unfortunate child of migsef our
science” — “be given an unambiguous meaning” Alovith
value-freedom, then, what the ideal type methodotgails in
ethical terms is, on the one hand, a daring cotdit@m with the
tragically subjective foundation of our historicahd social
scientific knowledge and, on the other, a publiofession of
one’s own subjective value.

Emile Durkheim

David Emile Durkheim was born in April 1858 in Bpl,
France. He graduated froBcole normale supérieuri@ 1882
and began teaching and research. In 1887 he wasnsgb to
teach Social Sciences and Pedagogy at the Univeodit
Bordeaux, allowing him to teach the first ever @#i sociology
courses in France. During his time at Bordeauxkbeim had
great success, publishing his doctoral thésishe Division of
Social Labor,The Rules of Sociological MethahdSuicide: A
Study in Sociology

Society and Social Facts

All elements of society are part of the naturatldb@and can
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be studied scientifically, argued Durkheim. Inchuglimorality
and religion has major role in collective ways bfnking,
feeling, and acting. A social fact, Durkheim define Rules is
“a category of facts which present very speciakatigristics:
they consist of manners of acting, thinking, arelifg external
to the individual, which are invested with a coeecpower by
virtue of which they exercise control over him” Acding to
Durkheim, social facts have an objective realigttiesearchers
can study in a way similar to how other scientistsch as
physicists, study the physical world. Durkheim aduthat
social facts are alsmternal to individuals, and it is only
through individuals that social facts are able xeste In this
sense, externality means interior to individualseotthan the
individual subject. A society is an ensemble ofaslebeliefs,
and sentiments of all sorts that are realized tjmandividuals
rather than an a group of people live in a geogcaplocation.
According to Durkheim this fusion of individual cgeiences is
asui generigeality.

Durkheim identifies different kinds of social faghcluding
a society’s legal code, religious beliefs, conceptbeauty,
monetary system, ways of dressing, or its langu8geial facts
create conditions for individuals to follow it anuelp to
understand how society imposes itself onto theviddal from
the outside through the establishment of sociaimsoand
values to which conformity is either expected ocarraged.
Currents of opinion, or social phenomena such &as raf
marriage, birth, or suicide are expressed themseteugh
individual cases, are also social facts. Therem@ social facts
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of a morphological or structural order including eth
demographic and material conditions of life suctheasaumber,
nature, and relation of the composing parts of @esp their
geographical distribution, their means of communiceand so
forth.

Durkheim provides a set of rules for studying abtacts.
The first and most important rule is to treat sbi@ets as things.
What Durkheim means by this is that social factgehan
existence independent of the knowing subject ard tihey
impose themselves on the observer. Social facts lwan
recognized by the sign that they resist the aadiomdividual
will upon them; as products of the collectivity,actying social
facts require laborious effort. The next rule fardying social
facts is that the sociologist must clearly delianid define the
group of phenomena being researched. This strigcttire
research and provides the object of study a camdiof
verifiability. The sociologist must also strive lte as objective
towards the facts they are working on as possibteramove
any subjective bias or attachment to what theyrasestigating.
Similarly, the sociologist must systematically dist any and
all preconceptions and closely examine the factsreesaying
anything about them.

Durkheim believed that society is an objectivedglrentity
that exists independently and autonomously of aayiqular
individual, a view that is epitomized by his pregtion to treat
social facts as things. Within this realist positibere are two
important claims. First, Durkheim makes an ontatagiclaim
concerning theui generigeality of social facts. Durkheim also
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makes an epistemological and methodological clairguing
that social facts should be treated as real objentisting
external to the researcher’'s mind, that can bermigted by
their ability to coerce behavior. Hence, Durkhesnarguing
that social facts have particular properties oheind that they
can be discovered and analyzed when the sociokogéas them
in the proper, scientific way.

Durkheim was one of the first thinkers in the Véest
tradition to examine how an individual’s social iail affects
the way that individual perceives the world. Heusag that
many, if not all, facets of an individual's thougland
conception of the world are influenced by sociétgt only are
our common beliefs, ideas, and language determioyedur
social milieu, but even the concepts and categagesssary for
logical thought, such as time, space, causalitgl ammber,
have their source in society. This logical struetelps to order
and interpret the world, ensuring that individuzse a more or
less homogenous understanding of the world and how
operates, without which human society would nopbssible.
According to Durkheim, no knowledge of the worlgisssible
without humanity in some way representing it.

Language and Social Facts

Durkheim considered language as representatiothef
collective and he useteprésentations collectives.To him
words, or concepts, are unlike individual sensory
representations, which are in a perpetual flux andble to
provide a stable and consistent form to thoughtd@pts are
impersonal, stand outside of time and becomingla@athought
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they engender is fixed and resists change. Conadgue
language is also the realm through which the idéauth is able
to come into being, since through language indizislare able
to conceive of a world of stable ideas that are room to
different intelligences. Language, as a seragrésentations
collectives also has a unique quality in that it plays anvact
role in structuring an individual’'s perception cfatity. As
Durkheim argues, objects of experience do not exist
independently of the society that perceives ancesgmts them.
They exist only through the relationship they hewth society,
a relationship that can reveal very different atpabout reality
depending on the society. Language is not the tadgt of
logical thought that society engenders; society plays a large
role in creating the categories of thought, suctiras, space,
number, causality, personality and so forth. Tharatteristics
of the categories vary from culture to culture, stimes
greatly, leading Durkheim to believe that they afea social
origin. Categories, like concepts, have the quesiof stability
and impersonality, both of which are necessary ttiomg for
the mutual understanding of two minds. Like consgfhen,
categories have a necessarily social function emtha product
of social interaction. Individuals could therefarever create
the categories on their own. Durkheim believes tiais
possible to overcome the opposition between raigmaand
empiricism by accounting for reason without igngrthe world
of observable empirical data. In order to do sakDaim treats
the categories agprésentations collectiveand studies them
as such.
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Karl Marx

Karl Marx was born in 1818 in the Rhineland regmhn
Prussia. Marx’s father was a lawyer who converted t
Christianity when it became necessary for him te@d he was
to continue his legal career. Following an unexioegi school
career, Marx studied law and philosophy at the ensities of
Bonn and Berlin. His doctoral thesis was in anctosophy,
comparing the philosophies of nature of Democr({ué60-370
BCE) and Epicurus (341-270 BCE). From early 1842, h
embarked on a career as a radical journalist, kaning to, and
then editing, th&kheinische Zeitunauntil the paper was closed
by the Prussian authorities in April 1843. He hgsefled from
Prussia for his political activism. After living iBeligum and
France for short period of time he shifted to Lamdefrom late
1849 until his death in 1883—Marx lived in Londondahe
remind in London for rest of his life.

Marx’s early writings are dominated by an underdiag
of alienation, a distinct type of social ill whodmgnosis looks
to rest on a controversial account of human nature its
flourishing. He subsequently developed an influeritieory of
history—often called historical materialism—centratbund
the idea that forms of society rise and fall ag/ thether and
then impede the development of human productive epow
Marx increasingly became preoccupied with an attetop
understand the contemporary capitalist mode of yoton, as
driven by a remorseless pursuit of profit, whosmions are
found in the extraction of surplus value from thepleited
proletariat. The precise role of morality and manadicism in
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Marx’s critique of contemporary capitalist sociag/ much
discussed, and there is no settled scholarly causeon these
issues. His understanding of morality may be rdlate his
account of ideology, and his reflection on the ekte which
certain widely-shared misunderstandings might bg[gain the
stability of class-divided societies. In the contekhis radical
journalism, Marx also developed his controversiadoaint of
the character and role of the modern state, and gemerally of
the relation between political and economic lifeari sees the
historical process as proceeding through a sefiesodes of
production, characterised by (more or less expliciass
struggle, and driving humankind towards communism.
However, Marx is famously reluctant to say much whibe
detailed arrangements of the communist alternatinzg he
sought to bring into being, arguing that it woultsa through
historical processes, and was not the realisatiédnao
pre-determined plan or blueprint.

For well over half of his adult life, a city praling a secure
haven for political exiles and a superb vantagetdoom which
to study the world’s most advanced capitalist ecoyoThis
third and longest exile was dominated by an inttliel and
personal struggle to complete his critique of pditeconomy,
but his theoretical output extended far beyond pinaject.

Marx writing enterprise was elaborate and haddaching
impact on critical thinking and political activistmroughout the
history after it. Marx’s initial attempt to make rse of
Napoleon llI's rise to power in contemporary Franise
contained inThe Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte
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(1852). Between 1852 and 1862 Marx also wrote wedr
three hundred articles for tinew York Daily TribuneAfter the
revolutions of 1848—centred on his involvement ime t
International Working Men’s Association between 48&nd
1874, and the events of the Paris Commune (1871), i
particular. The character and lessons of the Conemthe
short-lived, and violently suppressed, municipddetéon that
controlled Paris for several months in the aftehmat the
Franco-Prussian war—are discussedhe Civil War in France
(1871). Also politically important was Marx’s “Cigue of the
Gotha Programme” (1875), in which he criticisesttieoretical
influence of Ferdinand Lassalle (1825-1864) on @Gsman
labour movement, and portrays the higher stage fftae
communist society as endorsing distribution acegdo “the
needs principle”. Volume One &apital, published in 1867
remaining one of the most influential book in therdtill today

Alienation is a concept especially, but not unigue
associated with Marx’s work, and the intellectuabition that
he helped found. It identifies a distinct kind adcel ill,
involving a separation between a subject and aecblipat
properly belong together. The subject here is #jpican
individual or a group, while the object is usuadlg “entity”
which variously is not itself a subject, is anotkebject(s), or is
the original subject (that is, the relation hera ba reflexive).
Theories of alienation vary considerably, but frexply: first,
identify a subset of these problematic separatambeing of
particular importance; second, include an accosomgtimes
implicit) of what makes the relevant separationsbfgmatic;
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and, third, propound some explanatory claims abwoeiextent
of, and prognosis for, alienation, so understooldecry of
alienation has great influence on the studies ah £gstem in
India.

Mode of production

Mode of production refers to the varied ways thatan
beings collectively produce the means of subsigtémorder to
survive and enhance social being. Marx believed hinanan
history could be characterized by the dominant rmodé
production. In this sense the term refers to aiipexonomic
system. Marx was interested in doing two thingsvping an
analytical framework for defining specific modespobduction
and locating those modes in terms of a theory efohical
development. The Mode of Production is the unitytloé
productive forces and the relations of productiBroduction
begins with the development of its determinativpeas — the
productive forces — which, once they have reachedrtain
level, come into conflict with the relations of pkection within
which they have been developing. This leads tonanitable
change in the relations of production, since indhgolete form
they cease to be indispensable condition of thelymtoon
process. In its turn, the change in the relatignproduction,
which means the substitution of the new economsistiar the
old one, leads to more less rapid change in thieeesciety.
Therefore, the change in the Mode of Productioneabout
not through peoples volition, but by virtue of the
correspondence between the productive relationsth®
character and level of development of the prodecfirces.
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Due to this, the development of society takes trenfof the
natural historical change of socio-economic forovati
Conflict between the productive forces and thetimta of
production is the economic basis of social revolutiAs Marx
explained in Preface to A Contribution to the Quie of
Political Economy “at a certain stage of their depenent, the
material productive forces of society come in cehflvith the
existing relations of production, or - what is batlegal
expression for the same thing -with the propenati@ens within
which they have been at work hitherto. From fornfs o
development of the productive forces these relatitmmn into
their fetters. Then begins an epoch of social revah....No
social order ever perishes before all the prodactorces for
which there is room in it have developed; and nkigher
relations of production never appear before the erredt
conditions of their existence have matured in tloenly of the
old society itself.”

Structural Marxism

Karl Marx’s mature writing fromA Contribution to the
Criticism of Political Economy1859) through the first edition
of Capital (1867) offers to analyze social and ecoic
relations as systems and structures that folloangific laws. In
Marx’s vocabulary, a distinction is drawn betweka tforces”
and “relations” of economic production on the oradh, and
class contradiction and human oppression on trex oflne first
terms are structural, the second historical and amistic.
Structuralism challenged the humanism and histariodf the
social sciences of anthropology, psychology, andulistics.
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Thinkers like Jacques Lacan rewrote Freudian psytalgsis
in terms of the structural principles of Saussurlaguistics
and Michel Foucault radically questioned the asdionphat
history is progressive and whether, indeed, theadled human
sciences had a real object of knowledge in the pilzece made
the scope of the structural thinking more dive&teucturalism,
in favoring structure over subject, synchronic og&chronic
analysis, opened a prolonged debate in Marxisrif.itse

Athusser was the most prominent among the philosigp
of structural Marxism. The work of Louis Althussarhis two
most important booksPour Marx a collection of his essays
written between 1960 and 1965, ahdre le “Capital”
co-authored with Etienne Balibar and based on &eseaf
seminars on Marx's writings. The deeper questioat th
Althusser poses for contemporary Marxist thoughwiether
the concerns of the structuralists, who challethgeveracity of
lived experience and the general empiricism of huenan
sciences, is compatible with Marxism’s commitmernpaolitical
criticism and practical social activity. For Altlses,
structuralism does not alter Marxism but, ratheovjles the
opportunity to reawaken the original spirit of MarXater
writings, especially Capital, which already contains and
surpasses the structuralist attack on humanisnearmiricism.
According to Althusser, Marx himself had to over@itine
humanistic concerns of his earlier writings, a3 e Economic
and Philosophical Manuscripts of 184dr The German
Ideology, in order to develop what was truly original and
revolutionary about the scientific laws of prodoatiand their
relation to cultural history.
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Althusser’s reading oCapital as setting the stage for a
truly scientific understanding of the entire corcepf
“production” as the transformative law of all sdcetivity,
from the most material economic activity to the tordl
practices of literature, law, and family life, whiélthusser has
dubbed the “functions” of the “Ideological Statepgpatuses.”

For Althusser, the difference between Hegel andxMas
precisely in Marx’s realization that the processnuddiation
could never be completed in the name of the humbyest, that
reality and subjectivity never reach a state ohidyg, as they
are meant to in Hegelian logic. The forces of pubidm
perform the transformations of the world and itsltiple
articulations. Production is the underlying readdaf culture,
but it can only be apprehended through the filfedeology.

Structuralism provides Althusser with a terminglogr
analyzing ideological and symbolic modes of appnelreg
production without having to resort to the clasksiexicon.
Without directly supporting the Marxist concept labor as
radical transformative actions upon nature andoour human
identity, structuralism, from a strictly linguistangle, puts into
guestion the Ilink between appearance and meaning,
subject/object epistemology with its accompanyingtaphors
of mimetic or reflective representations of the Mpand indeed
the entire aesthetic terminology of formalism, @rigaunity,
and the objectlike stability of given works of ligure.

For some Marxists, such as Perry Anderson, straicsm
should be kept at arm’s length because it posegithatest
danger Marxism has had to meet in our time, greaten than
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the disgrace of Stalinism, the weakening of Euratomism,
and the collapse of solidarity among the intermatiolabor
organizations in Latin American and developing aoradi For
Althusser, structuralism and Marxism converge bsedhere is
no going back to a direct critique of the statéherfamily or the
distribution of wealth. Each object of critique rube
determined in a postclassical mode before it caimiozked.

Pierre Macherey’s Theory of literary productionpbpished
in 1966, was written during the most intense phase
Althusser’s own theoretical development. The baokritten in
a spirit of active collaboration with Althusser.thre theoretical
portion of the book, primarily its first part, Magtey follows
many of the same lines of inquiry that Althusseeslaejecting
all classical approaches to the study of literatbe¢ are based
in empiricism, formalism, and humanism. Like Altkas on
economic appearances, Macherey begins by examithiag
notion of the literary text as a fixed, stable abj®r analysis.
The link between structure and determinatenedkimportant.
Macherey bypasses all surface qualities of a lyenaork that
could be confused with mere formalism. Structuhe final
shape of a narrative or poem or tale, determinesdgological
matrix of the author’'s culture. The Structural Mam has
made its presence in most of the most of the aditmlbthinking
schemes in the post world war Il era. The aboveudised are
only some of its applications and elaborations maxe
prominent thinkers of the time.

Critical Theory

The best way to show how Critical Theory offers a

School of Distance Education, University of Calicut 50



HIS2CO01 : HISTORY AND THEORY

distinctive philosophical approach is to locatéigtorically in
German Idealism and its aftermath. For Marx and his
generation, Hegel was the last in the grand tkaditof
philosophical thought able to give us secure kndgde of
humanity and history on its own. The issue for Lidfigelians
and Marx was then somehow to overcome Hegelian
“theoretical” philosophy, and Marx argues thatahao so only
by making philosophy “practical,” in the sense ¢fanging
practices by which societies realize their ide@sace reason
was thoroughly socialized and made historical, onisist
skepticism emerged at the same time, attemptingl&tivize
philosophical claims about norms and reason tohdstlly and
culturally variable forms of life. Critical Theorgleveloped a
nonskeptical version of this conception, linkingilpsophy
closely to the human and social sciences. In sogddican link
empirical and interpretive social science to nomeatlaims of
truth, morality and justice, traditionally the piew of
philosophy. While it defends the emphasis on naritgatand
universalist ambitions found in the philosophicaldition, it
does so within the context of particular sortsropeical social
research, with which it has to cooperate if itasunderstand
such normative claims within the current historicaintext.
After presenting the two main versions of this apton of
philosophy, | turn to an illuminating example ofvihahis
cooperative relation between philosophy and theksciences
works from the point of view of the main figures @ritical
Theory who sought to develop it: the critique otatbgy, a
form of criticism which if generalized threatensuondermine
the critical stance itself as one more ideologyerkif Critical
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Theorists are united in a common philosophical gobjthis
example shows the large differences between tis &nd
second generation concerning the normative juatiba of
social criticism.

Habermas was one of the pioneers of the Crititedory.
His theories on Domocracy and Public Sphere exmhrie
Critical Theory. For Habermas, rationality consisté so much
in the possession of knowledge and thus primawiycerned
with the consistency and content of one's beligds,rather in
“how speaking and acting subjects acquire and newledge”
(Habermas, 1984, 11). Such a broad definition sstggbat the
theory could be developed through explicating teeegal and
formal conditions of validity in knowing and reanbi
understanding through language, and this taskgaltsarily on
“formal pragmatics.”

In its initial phases Critical Theory attemptedd&velop a
normative notion of “real democracy” that was casted with
actual political forms in liberal societies. Accord to
Horkheimer a democratic society would be ratiobatause in
it individuals could gain “conscious control” ovegocial
processes that affect them and their life chanbeghe extent
that such an aim is possible at all, it requireat tuman beings
become “producers of their social life in its tdtgl And
Habermas elaborated the theory by arguing that twer at least
three aspects of practical reason relevant to deatioc
deliberation: pragmatic, ethical, and moral useseaon are
employed with different objects (pragmatic ends,e th
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interpretation of common values, and the just rgsm of
conflicts) and thus also different forms of valdit

For Habermas the internal complexity of democratic
discourse does not overcome the problem of thacgpin of
the democratic principle to contemporary sociatuinstances.
As he puts it, “unavoidable social complexity makis
necessary to apply the criteria of democracy inffardntiated
way”. Such complexity restricts the application fily
democratic justification for a number of reasomstfit is not
possible for the sovereign will of the people bgitldemocratic
decision-making powers to constitute the wholeoaiety; and,
second, a society formed by merely associative and
communicative means of coordination and cooperasono
longer possible. This objection to radical demogres thus
directed to those theories that do not figure oonv hsuch
principles can be institutionally mediated givenrent social
facts. Critical theory in general expanded theKinig on the
understanding democracy and social institutions.

Social History

Social History touches on, and arguably helpsocu$,
major issues of public debate. It mobilises popelahusiasm
and engages popular passions. Its practitionerga@reted in
thousands rather than hundreds — indeed tens a&ahnds if
one were to include those who fill the search romhghe
Record Offices, and the local history rooms of théblic
libraries, documenting family ‘roots'; the voluntepiides at
the open-air museums; or the thousands of railveanatics
who spend their summer holidays acting as guardstation
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staff on the narrow gauge lines of the Pennines NMadh
Wales. Social history does not only reflect pubhiterest, it
also prefigures and perhaps helps to create it.

As a pedagogic enthusiasm, and latterly as aneatad
practice, social history derives its vitality frate oppositional
character. It prides itself on being concerned viidal life’
rather than abstractions, with 'ordinary’ peopléhera than
privileged elites, with everyday things rather tremsational
events. As outlined by J.R. Green in his Short dfisof the
English People (1874) it was directed against 'GiMan’
theories of history, championing the peaceful against the
bellicose preoccupations of 'drum-and-trumpet'dnystSocial
history owes its current prosperity, both as a [epu
enthusiasm and as a scholarly practice, to theurallt
revolution of the 1960s, and reproduces — in howewediated
a form — its leading inspirations.

The spirit of 1960s social history — tacking is @dwn way
to the 'winds of change' — was pre-eminently a nmodieg one,
both chronologically, in the choice of historicalbgect matter,
and methodologically, in the adoption of multi-d@mary
perspectives. Whereas constitutional history hadoriginal
heart in medieval studies, and economic historit, @sveloped
in the 1930s and 1940s, was centrally preoccupiéd Twdor
and Stuart times, the 'new' social history, finst gopular
publication in the railway books (as of David ankla@es) and
later in its academic version, was apt to makehissorical
homeland in Victorian Britain, while latterly, itsienthusiasm
for being 'relevant’ and up-to-date, it has showreadiness,
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even an eagerness, to extend its inquiry to thesepte
Methodologically too, in ways presciently announadthe
beginning of the decade in E.H. Carr's What isd#ig&2 the new
social history was hospitable to the social scisnaad much of
the energy behind the expansion of Past and Pregéetmost
ecumenical of the social history journals, and fingt to be
preoccupied with the inter-relationship of histaryd ‘theory' —
came from the discovery of historical counterpaxsthe
categories of social anthropology and sociologyg. e.
'sub-cultures’, social mobility, crowd psychologyd latterly
gender identities.

The general effect of the new social history hasnbto
enlarge the map of historical knowledge and legitanmajor
new areas of scholarly inquiry — as for example shely of
house- holds and kinship; the history of populdiuca; the fate
of the outcast and the oppressed. It has givenwdease of life
to extra-mural work in history, more especiallytwihe recent
advent of women's history to which social histogshbeen
more hospitable than others. It has built bridgethe popular
representation of history on television.

Social history is no a blindly accumulated pilefaéts. It
should not even be a quilt of testimony, howevenningly
devised, each piece cut from abstruse sourcesal$ustory has
to be thought out, as well as artfully presentexdaastory, a
moral tale, a belle-lettre or an essay in intellattdventure. It
has to be thought out, because we interpret the tpathe
present. We cannot confine ourselves to the irdestiand
perceptions of historical actors. We know what ttelynot; we
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know what happened next. We should not throw tbahatage
away lightly.

Historical Anthropology

Historical research defines Anthropological Aroblagy
and has long been a significant aspect of Soci#hipology.
Through work with material artefacts, textual retxyrand oral
narratives, archaeologists and social anthropd®glsminate
the historical dynamism of material landscapes, iasoc
relations, and cultural meanings. Historical Angology
research covers a wide range of historical phenamen
including, the social, cultural, ecological, legahd political
dimensions of colonialism, processes of decoloinat
changing articulations of identity and differenceithm
postcolonial and post-imperial societies, and tralpction of
old and new nationalisms. Many are also deeply gedjavith
guestions of epistemology and method, particuldwy to
understand overlaps and divergences between aotbgigal
and other disciplinary approaches to the past.llyinseveral
of our faculty address the changing place of amiblicgy in
the world and how the discipline has been varioimlylicated
in wider processes of state formation, politicahtestation,
and cultural production.

Historical anthropology is a historiographical reawent
which applies methodologies and objectives fromi&@aand
Cultural Anthropology to the study of historicalcgeties. In
the trajectory of development of the disciplinasitexplained
in different ways by different scholars, and to somay be
synonymous with the history of mentalities, cultungstory,

School of Distance Education, University of Calicut 56



HIS2CO01 : HISTORY AND THEORY

ethno-history, microhistory, history from below etc
Anthropologists whose work has been particularly
inspirational to historical anthropology include #en
Durkheim, Clifford Geertz, Arnold van Gennep, J#&sé&ody,
Lucien Lévy-Bruhl, Marcel Mauss and Victor Turner.

In 1960s Marxist historiography diverge away frdme
orthodox Marxist approach to human behaviour in clwhi
actors are seen as motivated in the first inst@gosconomics,
and only secondarily by culture or ideology', ire ttwork of
historians such as E. P. Thompson. Another not@ukeh
Peter Burke has contrasted historical anthropoledly Social
History, finding that historical anthropology tensfocus on
qualitative rather than quantitative data, smati@mmunities,
and symbolic aspects of culture

Historical anthropology was rooted in the Annasehool,
associated with a succession of major historiansh sas
Fernand Braudel, Jacques Le Goff, Emmanuel Le Ramutie
and Pierre Nora, along with researchers from elsesvhn
Europe such as Carlo Ginzburg. The label historical
anthropology has been actively promoted by somentec
Annales School historians, such as Jean-Claude i8chm
French publications for research in historical appology
such as The journal Annales, Histoire and Sciemsoesales
paved a strong foundation for the thriving of thecgpline.

Historical anthropology has been open to simitarcisms
to anthropology: 'as Bernard Cohn and John and Jean
Comaroff have observed, studies in which societiese
represented in this way were often partial, biasadd

School of Distance Education, University of Calicut 57



HIS2CO01 : HISTORY AND THEORY

unwitting handmaidens to the domination of non-West
peoples by Europeans and Americans' But since &uerfsl
World War, increasingly reflexive approaches haed Lo
sophisticated developments of the field, and thenba of
‘historical anthropology' has often attracted Argloerican
historians in ways that the Annales School did fidis turn
around has been led by scholars Sidney Mintz,(J8yien,
William Roseberry, Marshall Sahlins, Jane SchneidrRater
Schneider, Eric Wolf, Peter Burke and Aaron Gurevic

New historicism

New historicism, a form of literary theory whicimes to
understand intellectual history through literatuaed literature
through its cultural context, follows the 1950ddi®ef history
of ideas and refers to itself as a form of "CulklRaetics". A
critical approach developed in the 1980s in thetings of
Stephen Greenblatt, New Historicism is charactdribg a
parallel reading of a text with its socio-cultueald historical
conditions, which form the co-text. New Historiarejected
the fundamental tenets of New Criticism (that thet tis an
autotelic artefact), and Liberal Humanism (that tegt has
timeless significance and universal value) . On ¢betrary,
New Historicism, as Louis Montrose suggested, deils the
“texuality of history and the historicity of textslextuality of
history refers to the idea that history is condedcand
fictionalised, and the historicity of text refexs its inevitable
embedment within the socio-political conditions s
production and interpretation. Though it rejectsngnaf the
assumptions of poststructuralism, New Historicisnmia way
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poststructuralist in that it rejects the essenidg¢a of a
common human nature that is shared by the autharacters
and readers; instead it believes that identity lisrgb and
hybrid.

A New Historicist interpretation of a text begimath
identifying the literary and non-literary texts dshle and
accessible to the public, at the time of its praidug followed
by reading and interpreting the text in the lightite co-text.
Such an interpretative analysis would ideally begitth a
powerful and dramatic explication of the “anecdotghich is
the historical context or the co-text. Thus thettard the
context are perceived as expressions of the sasteribal
moment. Stephen Greenblatt's Renaissance Selfdétani
From More to Shakespeare (1980) does a New Higbric
reading of Renaissance plays, reavealing how faslHioning
was an episteme of the era, as depicted in theagsrtand
literature of the time.

The discipline of New Historicism has been infloed by
Althusserian  concept of ideology; the Derridian
deconstructionist idea that a text is atwar witiself;
Bhaktinian dialogism which posits that a text comaa
multiplicity of conflicting voices; and most pronantly by
Foucauldian Power/Knowledge and discourse. Anatysire
nature of power, Foucault expounds that Powendgfwhat
is truth, knowledge, normalcy. New Historicism beks in the
Foucauldian idea of the “capillary modes of poweHich like
Althusser’s ldeology interpellants the lives andicats of the
citizens.
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New Historicism differs from the old Historicism ilarge
measure not based on the approach but rather orgehan
historical methodology, the rise of the so-calleemNhistory.
The term new history was indebted to the Frenah tesuvelle
histoire, itself associated particularly with the historian
Jacques Le Goff and Pierre Nora, members of thed thi
generation of the Annales School, which appearedha:
1970s. While there may be no precise definitiore tlew
history is best understood in contrast with priogtinods of
writing history, resisting their focus on politiand "great
men;" their insistence on composing historical ai@re; their
emphasis on administrative documents as key sooaterials;
their concern with individuals' motivations andentions as
explanatory factors for historical events; and rtallingness
to accept the possibility of historians' objecivit

Human geography

The study of the interrelationships between pegpice,
and environment, and how these vary spatially antporally
across and between locations. Whereas physicalragog
concentrates on spatial and environmental proceésaeshape
the natural world and tends to draw on the natmdl physical
sciences for its scientific underpinnings and meshaf
investigation, human geography concentrates onsfiadial
organization and processes shaping the lives aintias of
people, and their interactions with places and neatduman
geography is more allied with the social sciencesl a
humanities, sharing their philosophical approachesd
methods.
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Human geography consists of a number of
sub-disciplinary fields that focus on different ralents of
human activity and organization, for example, aalku
geography, economic geography, health geograpkyoriaal
geography, political geography, population geogyapiural
geography, social geography, transport geography, usban
geography. What distinguishes human geography fotmer
related disciplines, such as development, econgrpiaigics,
and sociology, are the application of a set of gmegraphical
concepts to the phenomena under investigation,udino
space, place, scale, landscape, mobility, and @aflihese
concepts foreground the notion that the world apsra
spatially and temporally, and that social relatioshs not
operate independently of place and environment, dret
thoroughly grounded in and through them.

With respect to methods, human geography usesuthe
sweep of quantitative and qualitative methods femross the
social sciences and humanities, mindful of usingnthto
provide a thorough geographic analysis. It alsocgda
emphasis on fieldwork and mapping (see cartogra@mg has
made a number of contributions to developing newhous
and techniques, notably in the areas of spatidlysisa spatial
statistics etc.

The long-term development of human geography has
progressed in tandem with that of the discipline reno
generally. Since the Quantitative Revolution in 1850s and
1960s, the philosophy underpinning human geography
research has diversified enormously. The 1970s Hasv
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introduction of behavioural geography, radical gepyy, and
humanistic geography. These were followed in th@0s%y a
turn to political economy, the development of feistin
geography, and the introduction of critical soctaleory
underpinning the cultural turn. Together these eaghes
formed the basis for the growth of critical geodrapand the
introduction of postmodern and post-structural king into
the discipline in the 1990s. These various develmyps did
not fully replace the theoretical approaches deyeo in
earlier periods, but rather led to further divacsifion of
geographic thought. For example, quantitative gmolgy
continues to be a vibrant area of geographical lacstup,
especially through the growth of GI Science. Thaulteis that
geographical thinking is presently highly pluralist nature,
with no one approach dominating.
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Module [l
The Annales

TheAnnales school of historyis a historiographial trend
emerged in 20 century. The school had been led by a bunch
of historians in France, with a distinctive appitodowards
history. Founded by Lucien Febvre and Marc Bloblk, school
stressed upon long-term social and economic histoyy
replacing traditional history with its focus uporoligcal
events. The base of Annales school could be findhm
journalAnnales: économies, sociétés, civilisations,wihich
March Block and Lucien Febvre kept on publishingrkso
since 1929. They adopted a completely new formppf@ach
towards writing history by deviating from event bds
narrations. It stood for a a wide and a more humatory, by
its rejection of the prevailing understanding ofstbrical
writing such as centering on diplomatic history,pd&sising
on great men’s life, war and state, focusing on shely of
short periods, pattern of event narration and facts
collection.The Annales school has been extremetyidant in
determining the structure of historiography inffé@ and the
trend gradually spread to other parts of the word
J.H.Hexter states,”The Annales group is "the mostpctive
and lively school of historians practicing theit &day,"

British Historian Peter Burke has divided annaeblool
into different stages. The first stage from 1920 1945
comprised of Lucien Febvre, March Block and Henaubkr.
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They were highly influential in setting up the mawent. It
was notably radical in the initial stage and retLee practice
of political history.

The second stage from 1945 to 1968 was based eon th
works of Fernand Braudel, Robert Mandrou, GeorgabyD
Pierre Goubert, Jacques Le Goff, Pierre Chaunu Emest
Labrousse. At this stage, their historical approaas evolved
into a school of thought. It began to be basechercbncept of
structure and conjuncture. It also adopted the atetbf
documenting the changes over a longer period a.tim

The third phase of the school from 1968 to 198% wa
comprised of Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie, Philippe Aren
Jacques Revel. A transition has taken place atdtaige in
which focus on socio-economic characteristics vatiied to
socio- cultural aspects. They gave prominance tdingr
history from the point of view of mentalities.

The fourth generation of the school was led byRloger
Chartier. This stage did not focused upon the qona#
mentalities rather substituted it with the sociastdry of
cultural and linguistic aspects.

The Annales school adopted an interdisciplinanyreach
by incorporating perceptions and methodologies from
disciplines like anthropology, sociology, geography
psychology and economics. They initiated an intélial
transaction among various streams of knowledge.

The Agenda of Total History
Arthur Marwick in his book titled The New Naturd o
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History, states that ‘Total history, is history whiendeavors
to integrate together all aspects of human socaagthetic and
cultural, as well as social, economic and politigaivate as
well as public. This historical conceptualisatioasmnitiated
by the Annales School and the idea of ‘total histavas
appeared for the first time in Lucien Febvre’s gt In the
later period it was propagated by Fernand Braudelplaced
total history over long historical periods and krg
geographical space.Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie has laeen
leading advocate of the idea of "total history" twithe
publication of his book Les Paysans de Languedd®&6.

The concept of total history was established witte
classic work written by Braudel named, The Medé#eran. It
systematically presented various stages of histbriane
called durees. It is regarded as an absolute kistbEurope
during the reign of Philip Il. and the total histaf the whole
continent.

Total history takes into account the incidentsaogiven
time period. It discusses about the co relatiorwbeh such
incidents occurred within a particular time perlods argued
that the idea of total history has a stress on restoy and
history is viewed as a series of notable eventgp&ghat, one
indecent is followed by another in a consecutivenmea. In
this view, events occur in a usual and sensiblenmarrhis
approach towards history consider that. everythiigg
happening without surprise as it is expected topaaprhe
entire mechanism is viewed as a uniform scheme.

Total history goes beyond the idea of concentyatim one
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particular field. It combines all histories beyodsciplinary
borders.Due to such an approach, there has always been
doubts about the practicability of adopting suchmathod.
Some argue that its not possible to collect adequat
information on a particular topic of a specific ijperto present

a total history. Fernand Braudel's book on the Nexdanean
has been presented as a classic model to courderdetates
about the feasibility of total history.

Fernand Braudel (1902-1985)

Fernand Braudel (1902-1985), regarded as one of th
prominent modern historians of the twentieth centwas a
leading figure in the second stage of Annales dchds
concept of longue durée instead of short term \asntajor
means for historical inquiry which introduced a
new conception of historical time. He is also cdased as one
of the forerunners of World System Theory. It igwed that
“Braudel's history is, above all, structural higtorAccording
to Peter Burke, '...his contribution to the renewfhistorical
studies in our time was greater than that of eiarc Bloch
or Lucien Febvre, and possibly greater than thathef two
scholars together.'

Braudel's intellectual contributions could be fiia the
wide range of studies on economic history and hisdb
methodology. He concentrated on the every dayofifeegular
people instead of great people’s eventful life. Hghlighted
the connection between environmental changes amaoedc
conditions to mark the human history.

His most celebrated work, The Mediterranean, was
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submitted as his PhD thesis in Sorbonne Univelgit$947
under the guidance of the celebrated historian dru€iebvre.
During the course of his studies he shifted thei$oaf content
from diplomatic affairs of Mediterranean regionden Philip
Il to a detailed investigation of the complex tatabf the area
in the later part of Sixteenth Century. The workswa
geohistorical study and he has done a detailelyssaf the
military action between Spain and Ottoman Empirdee Two
volume book extensively covered the aspects likegggphy,
agriculture, religion, technology etc: - which madeas a
comprehensive work. In th econcluding part of The
Mediterranean Braudel states that, 'By temperarheh a
structuralist, little attracted by events and omgrtly by
conjoncture, that grouping of events carrying thee sign."”

Braudel's another notable work is Civilisation and
Capitalism (Civilisation Matérielle, Economie et Capitalisme
XV-XVIII). The three volumes of the work was published in
1979. It gvae importance to the role played by wiglege of
socio-economic factors in the historiographical moet
Braudel discusses about his emphasis on the ecorstate of
every-man, a universal approach to socio-econorstory,
and the procedure of capitalism and its geograpleixgend.
The work deals with the history of modern worldoprito
indstrialisation with emphasise on regular peopk£snomic
engagement which led to the functioning of economy.

In the book Idendity of France, which is the lastd
unfinished work by Braudel, he presented a geotisto
method to study the country. He discusses aboulflitoederly
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lifestyle and thinking patterns of french peopled aits
connection with the physical variation of the vasofrench
geographical regions.

Braudelian Concepts of Structures, Conjuncture and
Events

Fernand Braudel took a vast geographical aregsdariget
and studied in accordance with three time scales: |long
term, the conjunctural, and that of events. Theaideas
emerges when he was serving as a prisoner-of-wap da
Germany in 1944. The levels of his three tired gaite of
historical time are Structure, conjuncture and &wemt.
According to him historical time is a prison and ig
impossible for a historian to escape from it. Belualso states
that time is nonstop and irreversible, it is dimatand
measurement. In The Mediterranean, Bradel stais ftthe
final effect is to dissect historical time into geaphical time,
social time and individual time."

Structure (longue duree). It is practically imniebi
environmental time or geological time. It congistef
infrastructures, physical structures like geography social
structures like organized behaviour, culture, cotieas,
attitudes etc:- In this the change is slow andsistéle. In
other words it looks upon incidences that took @lac
unnoticeable over a long period of time.

Braudel did not consider structures as only maltesis per
the normal understanding. In his view mental frames and
mentalities have to be evenly considered as stricti is
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defined by duration and its impact on individuatiaties.
Braudel conceptualizes longue duréeas as an dutatical
structure emerged at the convergence of humannaetith
physical geography in the wider sense. Braudeédtttat the
structures existed in Middle Age Europe resulted the
occurrence of contemporary cultures existing inojper

2. conjoncture (moyenne duree). It is the medium tiohe
economies, societies and cultures. Mediterraneamoggy,
social groups, empires and civilizations can benected to
this category.Transition at this stage is quick pare to the
first category. Braudel states that, “Traditionetbry, with its
concern for the short time span, for the individaald the
event, has long accustomed us to the headlong, atigm
breathless rush of it narrative. The new economit social
history puts cyclical movement in the forefrontitsf research
and is committed to that time span ... side by sidth w
traditional narrative history, there is an accoafntonjunctures
which lays open large sections of the past, teenty fifty
years at a stretch ready for examination”.

3. Eventment (courte duree) It is the brief tiofadiscrete
events. It is the political and diplomatic time.ctimprised of
days,weeks or an year. The third level of timenat bf events
(histoire événementiele This is the time of history of
individuals with names. For Braudel, is the timesoffaces
and deceptive effects.

Braudel has been criticised for understating the
prominence and role of military and political madtein
individual life. He also came under criticism févetapolitical
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stand taken by the Annales school in post secomttdwear
period. Braudel also kept distance from engagint wthical
and ideological concerns raised by cold war scenari
Braudel’s disinclination towards the study of conp®rary
history was also a matter of criticism

History of Mentalities and Emotions

The history of mentalities (histoire des menta)itas
associated with the French intellectual history.this new
form of cultural history, aspects of private lifaciuding,
childhood, sexuality, family, and death becamegraemeans
of study by replacing geographical influences and
socioeconomic structures. It opened up a distipgraach
towards historical studies by incorporating thetdrg of
collective representations, myths, and images. Thiethod
has been used by a number of historians from éifteschools
of historical thought and Annales school is the inppeminent
among them. They used it as a major historical todtudy a
specific geographical area and a peculiar time ogerilt
focused upon the thought processes of a sectiopeople,
their interactions and world view within a period ttme
instead of the normal style of historical narration

The "history of mentalities" taken into accounte th
approach of ordinary people towards the day to afégirs of
life. They placed psychological underpinning of fambeings
instead of material factors. Lucien Febvre and MBloch
were the pioneers in developing the methodologioal of
history of mentalities and were bothered aboutdbiective
belief system. Philippe Aries and Norbert Elias evdre other
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leading historians dealt with this field. They atfged to
identify and formulate theories on early childhoddichel
Foucault on the other hand studied about the mgesalof
social deviants and nonconformists. In short th@serians
tried to analyze the psychological actualities \wtanage the
ideas of cozy relationships, fundamental attituafesind, and
approach towards the basic course of life. AccardinPatrick
H. Hutton, “the history of mentalities provides rmoerely an
element of "total" history, but a perspective oer thvilizing
process”.

Annales historians made use of mental tools toesddthe
realities conditioning man in the society throughrigus
processes such as the system of beliefs and d¢odlect
emotions. These factors decided the their fundaahent
understanding of the world. The history of menigditnever
had a clear-cut and extensive set of theoreticakwid was
invested more in praxis side than theory.

Lucien Febvre's classic work on "mentalities’etil “The
Problem of Unbelief in the Sixteenth Century — TReligion
of Rabelais; is regarded as a classic work in the history of
Annales. The book made detailed analysis of theeuginof
‘unbelief’. Published in 1942, the work is a digfinsshed study
on the religious and intellectual history of"™6entury. The
book primarily focused upon Francois Rabelias, an€&in
renaisance writer, monk and scholor. It is the sittasxample
of the study of the mental life of a person as wvadl the
mentalities of the whole age. It is the result eh tyears of
research and Febvre attempted to deny the opinat t
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Rabelais was a militant anti-Christian covert ahend a
freethinker.

Febvre made a detailed evaluation of the ideotjgediefs
and value systems of Rabelias and collected infboms
related to his contempories. Febvre initiated dis@mn on one
of the most radical idea of the epoch , namely€ewtim’ and
tried to write about its fundamental limitationsdaproblem
with anachronistically reading the "L6century ideological
structures.

Another major name associated with the history of
mentality is Pierre Nora, a French historian whooter
extensively on memory. Nora’s celebrated work Lesuk de
Memoire, is a comprehensice study on the identibg a
national memory of France.

He was particular about the co relation betweemarg
and mentality, and sates, “to talk today of collectmemory
raises the same genre of difficulties and mobillzasically the
same stakes that the word ‘mentalités’ raisedytlyeairs ago”.

Nora views history as a reflection of ‘contempgrar
sadness’ and basically fundamentally believed én'tbnquest
and eradication of memory by history’. Nora argubst
memory developd through three stages, pre-modeodem,
and post-modern. Pierre Nora attempted to undefstn
national consciousness without nationalism by eglback the
spheres of memory.

History from Below
In 1970's, historian Angel Rivera stated, "We fdhe
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problem that the history presented as ours is paly of our
history.... What of the history of the history dgsthe
anonymous people who in their collective acts, rthveork,
daily lives and fellowship, have forged our soci#tsough the
centuries?’.

History from below addresses the section of peagiese
presence have never got acknowledged in mainsthéstory.
It has been variously called in names such as p&opistory,
grassroots history, history of the common peoptel, laistory
of everyday life’. History from below came as aexatjon of
history from above. The trend got strengthened esitite
second world war when a section of historians begashift
focal point from great to the ordinary and fromaddished
institutions to culture. This was a carefully depsd
methodological alteration by touching all aspedtawoman life
and their agency. It tried to incorporate the widlials,
localities, cultures and day to day life of a netge section
and attempted to establish these categories astegral part
of historical understanding. They aimed at writiagwide
based history and collected sources to reinterjeetalready
established notions.

According to the Institute of Historical Researtstory
from below is history that: “seeks to take as itghjscts
ordinary people, and concentrates on their expeserand
perspectives, contrasting itself with the stereetypf
traditional political history and its focus on tlaetions of
‘great men’. It also differed from traditional lalohistory in
that its exponents were more interested in popguiatest and
culture than in the organisations of the workiragsel”
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In this trend history is narrated through the mditist
individuals who never got highlighted in any magjiiscourses.
These people were never considered as a deternfastay in
shaping the course of history. The historical ageat the
common people began to be recognised instead oflékds
rulers, religious heads, political leaders and qduphers. It
addressed the people who were continuously nedleatéhe
historical writings such as women, peasants, mniyori
communities, people with various sexual orientatiett.

In the initial stage, History from below was predoated
by two distinct schools of thoughts, namely Annatehool
and Marxist historians of Britain. Both schools wer
intellectually powerful and interpreted history terms of
collective mentalities and activities. A differemérsion of
history from below emerged in the later period vattanges in
its methodological approachesThe new History from below
gathered writings from the marginalised sectiond exposed
the the grass root level experiences of the compeople. The
identity of the common people came out in the rawnf as
more and more people from such category beganrtizipate
and write.

In 1932, French historian Lucien Febvre coinedrktic
expression, ‘history seen from below and not frobowe’
(histoire vue d'en bas et non d'en haut). Britisstonan
E.P.Thompson, in his essay ‘History from Below’ bfished
in 1966, first provided the theoretical basis ts tinadition of
history-writing. In the book, The Making of the Hish
Working Class, Thompson made an attempt to undefstse
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perspectives and activities of people who had bakeled as
backward looking. This study was placed in the dargpntext
of industrial revolution in England by stressingonpwvorkers
views. Similarly other British historians like Erldobsbawm
and Cristopher Hill aims to underline the promiremf the
views and lives of the people in the bottom of thader in
understanding history. Eric Hobsbawm argued thath sa
historical writing is possible ‘only from the montemhen the
ordinary people become a constant factor in theimgakf
such decisions and events.

Christopher Hiil in his bookThe World Turned Upside
Down stated that the revolutionary activities of thenoaon
people carries the spirit of change which can ¢wvew the
prevailing social order. Eric Hobsbawm is creditedh a
number of path breaking studies sucWawrlds of Labour and
Primitive Rebels which extensively studied aboa pleasants
and working class in England.

French historian Georges Lefebvre was one of the
prominent historians with a left tradition involvadto the
study of history from below. His study on Frenckaietion
and the peasant was done with study based on ermpiriln
the book The Peasants of Northern France during-teach
Revolution published in the year 1924, he utiliztidkind of
available statistical data to analyse the life edgantry in the
context of revolution. He initiated a detailed studn the
intentions of peasants by making a group by graugdysof
different groups and tried to understand their encaf
reactions to the French revolution. Another bookttem by
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Lefebvre titled, The Great Fear of 1789 published. 932
intended to understand the the outlook of peasantse wake
of revolution. Both of the work gave utmost impoxta in
understanding the everyday life and action of commpeople
and thus regarded as the major works on the hidtom
below.

Histories of Oppression

Oppression is a systemic, extensive and repeated ¢f
injustice. It is an unkind form of exercise of powgenerally
under the control of governmental authority or wrdt
frameworks. There exist various forms of oppressiorall
societies and in all time periods such as sociebnemic,
political, institutional etc.

Social oppression occurs when a particular sectbn
society inequitably takes advantage of anotherimechy
making use of supremacy and submission. This e&tlIto ill
treatment and manipulation of a group of individuair
minorities. There exist several dominant socialrdrighies
through which oppression takes place. They are, rdess,
gender and sexuality. Racial oppression takes pthacee to
social or institutionalized factors. In Unite Sttef America,
there exist five different types of oppression lbage race.
They are genocide, slavery, geographical displangme
non-citizen labour and racial discrimination. Inelgus and
black populations in USA have been experiencing tmos
extreme form of oppression.

Class oppression bias and distinction based dalstdass
of individuals. It is based on income, property evahip or
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wealth. Upper, middle, lower and working class gatees are
based on this categorisation. Gender norms previaleociety
are responsible for the oppression based on gendler.
frequently affects people belonging to LGBTQ -cateso
Sexual oppression is the result of the understgndirhetero
normativity in society.

Institutionalized oppression is another form gbsession
in which establishes institutions like governmentraligious
groups act in favour of particular groups basednatividual
identity. The condition of economic oppressionrisohanging
according to time periods and forms of applicatibrexist in
several forms like discrimination in case of oppaoities,
wages disparities, forced labour etc:- and ecooomi
differentiation on the basis of nationality,ethtyic religion
and sexuality.

The study on historical oppression tries to idgnthe
historical and contemporary kinds of oppressiornvaig in
different parts of the world. According to CatheriBurnette,
historical oppression deals with the “chronic, peive, and
intergenerational experiences of oppression thegr dime,
may be normalized, imposed, and internalized ih® daily
lives of many indigenous people (including indivadiy
families, and communities”.

The idea of historical oppression discusses aligtdrical

trauma which includeincludes an accumulative, large, and
prolonged trauma enforced on a section of peoplenfany

generationsThe formulation of the idea of historical oppresdas

emerged from critical theory. It analyses the podynamics that
tries to apply and carry on inequality and subjicgat
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Gender History

The emergence of Gender history has made a notable
change in the study of history in the post SecorattMNar
period. Gender history evolved as a response totakectual
engagements and debates on women'’s history. incran be
traced in American and British women’s history dielThis
area got strengthened with the theoretical progress
propagated by French post structuralism. The addraents in
the field of gender history helped the feminist ddals to
initiate diverse discussions on gender as a cagegfoainalytic
thinking. Gender history as a separate field wasrésult of
continuous intellectual debates occurred in thesédhalf of
the twentieth century. It became increasingly iafitial and
got a distinct shape by 1980s.

Gender history as a discipline views the pastuginothe
lens of gender. It aims to discuss how historinaldents and
time periods differently affected women and meney haised
guestions related to power, place, renaissance, aigency etc.
They also initiated discussions on the ways in whigender
variations were understood and put together abuarregions
and times. The growth of gender history enrichez drea of
social history and redefined the idea of feminists.

In 1989 an academic journal named ‘Gender andHist
was founded in Britain by Leonore Davidoff. Subgeotlated
to gender were placed in the larger canvas andeobed to
major mile stones in history. It led to radicalnterpretation of
some already established ideas. It was in thisezbniohn
Kelly asked, "Did Women have a Renaissance?" g way
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areas like women'’s body, sexuality, prostitutiontctcraft etc.
were restudied and reinterpreted in the light ofwne
methodological formulations. American historian Brance
Joan W. Scott states that ‘gender is a criticalmaday which
power is expressed or legitimised’. In her famouscla
named"Gender: A Useful Category of Historical Analysis",
Scott stated that ‘studying gender not only exglaromen's
history, but all history as well'.

Sonya.O.Rose in the famous book what is Genddpiy3
states that, “Gender history is based on the fueddah idea
that what it means to be defined as man or women eha
history. Gender historians are concerned with thenges over
time and the variations within a single societyairparticular
period in the past with regard to the perceivededihces
between women and men , the make up of their ogiships,
and the nature of the relations among women andaamzhg
men as gendered beings”.

Gender history’s focus on masculinity and male leasgse
on the thought that masculinity and femininity pgv
in-connection with each other. It is related to #tedy of
gender roles. It is a more sophisticated way ofarmg how
the existing history could be gender- consciouslaol at the
possible ways to place gender at the study of aw@de
discourses. It could be connected with wide ranfgsubjects
such as history of war, conflicts, politics, kinshiand
revolutions.

Gender history views each category of gender asgent
of history. It addresses the divisions based ortce®alize the
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order of society. According taCatherine Baker, Using
‘masculinities’ as a tool of gender analysis opeips even
all-male institutions — perhagspeciallyall-male institutions —

to a ‘gender lens’. How did norms of ‘manly’ contluand
behaviour, and taken-for-granted notions of autfioand
leadership as masculine domains, influence howodiptic

men framed and approached the Paris or Dayton peace
conferences, and how could we read that from tloaidents
they left behind? How were their imaginations ofwhstates
themselves related to each other gendered?”.

Gender history has been using various perspectives

including transnational, global and inter sectiofta¢laborated
the realm of historical knowledge by analyzing tlode of
gender and its connection with religious sects,itipal
ideologies, state, government, social movementgitatsm,
welfare states etc:- It studies, how gender wasstcocted
historically in different continents as per the mer of
dominant structures. Gender history has been vidwetany
as equal to women'’s history and some criticizdésriteducing
the importance of women'’s history.

History of Slavery

The history of slavery started with the emergerafe
civilizations and social stratification. Slaveryascondition in
which an individual is owned by another individbg denying
their human rights and individual liberty. Slaveseres
considered as a movable or immovable property agre wot
allowed to geographically move as per their wishhistory
there existed various forms of slavery such as déadusd,
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patriarchal, domestic and productive. This inhunsgstem
prevailed in almost all societies and continuedemngarious
cultures and religions. Their social and legal poss were
different under different societies and time pesiod

The book, Black History and Historical Professiiates
that, “the history of slavery originally was thestury of the
government's laws and policies toward slavery, dhd
political debates about it. Black history was proedovery
largely at black colleges. The situation changeahuitically
with the coming of the Civil Rights Movement of th850s.
Attention shifted to the enslaved humans, the bleeks, and
the struggles of the black community against adiyérs

Modern historical writings deal with the historlysdavery
in a detailed manner. In the beginning of the tvathtcentury,
the historiography on slavery was based on racisid a
presented slaves as inferior. In the later perlogtet was a
slight change in this approach but slaves werkemgkented as
objects. By the 1970s and 1980s historians on sfdwegan to
use diverse forms of sources to rewrite historyhsag music,
statistical data, slave narratives or autobiogmephic.

Major historians who studied about the historyslaivery
were John Blassingame, Eugene Genovese, Leslie idowa
Owens, Herbert Gutman, Steven Hahn and Robert. rightV
Major historical studies dealing with slavery imbhs, A
Nation under Our Feet: Black Political Struggleshe Rural
South from Slavery to the Great Migration, The Rl&amily
in Slavery and Freedom, Slave Community, This Sseof
Property, A Brief History of Slavery: A New Globéalistory
etc.
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History of South Asian Caste system

Caste system is one of the most ancient form ofako
stratification. It has been prevailing in South&&r centuries
with differentiation in patterns in different regi®. caste is a
byproduct of complicated histories and operatesnintiple
forms. Caste-based social relations, identities dyglamics
have been a determining factor in many south As@amtries,
especially India and it still dominates the the igband
political sphere.

The historiography of caste system in South Asiwide
and argumentative. These literature provide an voser of
theoretical understanding and everyday practiceaste. A
group of historians are of the opinion that casterged from
the racial antagonism of the aryans. The seconghzagt was
based on the occupational hypothesis in which¢helars talk
about the transition from tribal groups to guilds.

A major question related to caste was whetheait loe
related to an evolutionary series or into an dssamt of
social forms. Many has shifted the focus from aol@ionary
to a synchronic approach. The contemporary delmatesouth
Asian caste system revolves around such debateprawidies
new impetus to the subject matter.

Sumit Guha, in the book Beyond Caste: IdentityRmaer in
South Asia, Past and Present states that “inhS&sian caste became
a highly involute, politicised form of ethnic ramkj shaped by
the constant exercise of socio-economic power”.ttMoKlass
in his book, “The Emergence of South Asian Caststesy”
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took a neo-evolutionist perspective and observestecas a
objective historical phenomenon. He rejected racraAryan
conguest theory by arguing that caste is more am@ mtense
in the south Indian states, when Aryan invasionrtht occur
as in the north. His arguments were known in thenena
“Marriage Circle Theory”, and reject the claim tlzaiste is not
connected with the Aryan Varna system. He viewssta
socioeconomic system which originated in relatiomhvihe
cultivation of grains in the region.

Louis Dumont, Nicholas Dirks, Susan Bayly, Arjan
Appadurai, Bernard. S. Cohn, Suvira Jaiswal, Gdpatu,
Christopher Jaffrelot, Surinder Jodhka, Rajni Katha
Anupama Rao, Sekhar Bandhopadhyay, were the feamgm
the prominent scholars who studied about the cagtem in
South Asia in general and India in particular.
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Module IV

Methodological Debates and
Contemporary Trends

Methodological Individualism and Holism

Methodological individualism and holism is abodtet
enquiry and explanation of social phenomena. kstrio
understand the role played by the individuals anciety in
determining the order.

The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy statest tha
“methodological individualism was introduced as a
methodological precept for the social sciences lax Weber,
most importantly in the first chapter Bconomy and Society.
It amounts to the claim that social phenomena nhest
explained through reference to the intentional estathat
motivate the individual actors”. Methodological imdualism
argues that the person is a self-reliant entitis liased on the
idea that a person is accountable for his/her mgstAn
individual's success and failure are completelyaheied upon
the way he/she lives and work. In other words, medtogical
individualism is an idea in which an individual iadtes
decides social phenomena. There is no importancethi®
activities of any sections or groups which are ahrend
incapable, therefore cannot truly explicate sqoienomena.

Proponents of Methodological individualism statbat,
the society includes individuals but the idea dfisty is just
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conceptual. It does not have a objective naturgréan
individual establishment such as state and sodseitycapable
of engaging in any action alone. Any action ocaursuch
institutions are the activities of each and evergividual of
that particular establishment.

Holism states that an individual is closely coradcto
other individuals in the society. It argues thatiwduals or
elements as mutually influencing one other. Sarperin
and Oliver Heath states that, “the social wholesthe sum of
their individual constituents. The whole affectslas affected
by the qualities of its constituents. These cometits are not,
as individualism maintains, independent entitied timve self
contained properties. They are internally relatedhie sense
that each is imbued with, and constituted by, thelites of
others”. Methodological holists or collectivists vgi less
importance to personal embodiment and states higasacial
wholes are the real historical individuals.

Emile Durkheim was a major advocate of the idea
holism. His works are based on a communitariandstaths
studies on the social facts highlight the ideaadé of society
in human life. According to him, “determining causf a
social fact should be sought among the social fa&tseding it
and not among the states of the individual constiess”.

The debate on the ideas of Methodological Indiglitm
and holism has developed along with the growth adiad
science. These are visible in the writings of Kddrx, Hegel,
Herbert Spencer, Auguste Comte etc:- The debatesrred
between Emile Durkheim and Gabriel Trade on the idé
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social facts was the most prominent in this lintheéd debates
on holism was initiated by thinkers like Karl Pop@end F.A
Hayek

May Brodbeck, in "Methodological Individualisms:
Definition and Reduction," expresses a common opinvhen
she writes: "Culturally, holism is intimately corated with
hostility toward the liberal political individuahs of the
Western tradition." Individualists, in their turinave been
castigated by their opponents for encouraging daidaire in
economics and anarchy in politics, the alleged mahtu
consequences of adopting an "atomistic” view ofaddite.

Structure and Agency

The concepts of structure and agency and reldtipns
between them are central to social science thebtgjor
concepts related to agency are the individual,oagctwill,
intentionality, choice and freedom. On the otherchatructure
deals with ideas such as determinism, society renwient and
inevitability. Thinkers who explained about the moveystem
focused upon structures the other section who wabtait the
power of agents emphasized upon actors.

Structures are generally viewed as a fixed elenrette
social landscape. It is considered ass an instrument to
create an order for different aspects of social lif was in the
19" century that the term structure was began to appypply
science. Karl Marx, wrote about the economic stmectand
political and legal superstructures. The idea afcttire was
ideologically presented for the first time by theitBh
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philosopher Herbert Spencer. He presented the draofp
biological analogies to talk about social structiite viewed
society as an organism consisting of mutually cotet
elements which forms a structure correspondenhéoliving
body. Contemporary social structure theories aso@ated
with the works of Emile Durkheim who talked abotnet
interdependency in society.

According to Radcliff-Brown, "social structure aspart of
the social structure of all social relations ofqmer to person.
In the study of social structure the concrete tgalith which
we are concerned is the set of actually existingtioms at a
given moment of time that link together certain lamm
beings”.

Agency is associated with the thoughts, actions and
capacity of persons to act individually, make thewn
independent choices and express their individualgpo

In this, individuals will think about themselveadawork
in many ways which subsequently formulate theiregigmces.
Agency could be in both individual and collectiverrhs. It
varies according to region, gender, education, @nn status
etc.

An individual’'s agency is his or her independditity to
act on one's will. American Journal of Sociologyfimed
agency as a “temporally embedded process that grasses
three different constitutive elements: iteratiomjectivity and
practical evaluation”. The basic idea of agency rgee in the
period of enlightenment. John Locke emphasis onthen
freedom of individual based on self interest. .
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In modern social science there is an ongoing ledtlal
argumentation over the importance of structure genay in
molding the behaviour of human beings. The strecuersus
agency debate has to be taken into account as ternudt
socialisation against autonomy. It deals with weath person
can engage in society without restrictions or as e
direction of the social structure.

The historical trajectory of the debate betweemncstire
and agency revolves around many schools of thouglstscial
theory. The major streams which discussed abounatsre
and importance are structuralism, symbolic inteoacsm, and
post-structuralism.

German sociologist Georg Simmel belongs to thst fir
generation theorists who studied about the conceyts
structure and agency. Norbert Elias stressed orethBonship
between power, behaviour, emotion, and knowledge in
different time periods. American sociologist Tatc®arsons
do not agree with the existence of structure—agegmoilem
instead he considers it as a pseudo-problem. Piotedieu
wrote extensively on structure agency. It begar whie work
An Outline of the Theory of Practice. He studieduatbthe
theory of practice on the duality understandingtioé co
relation between agency and structure. James Caolémhis
theory of Coleman’s Boat made a detailed analysisthe
connection between macro-sociological phenomena and
individual behaviour. Anthony Giddens argued foe ttuality
of structures and trie to go beyond dualism of citme and
agency. Peter Berger and Thomas Luckman presented a
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dialectically grounded relationship between stretuand
agency.

Essentialism and Relativism

Both Essentialism and Relativism are two ideabalief.
They try to find out that, in what ways things exesl and
currently what they are. These ideas are completiigrent
from each other and observe things in distinct ways

Essentialism argues that any particular establestisn
stand with a some strict conceptions which in tdecide the
nature of it. Essentialism tries to prove that gJ&ing thing,
object, or whatever existing in the world are unagrarticular
set of directions and a kind of necessary actuaityorking
behind them. This concept suggests that each asny ewntity
has a system which decides the shape of its presedition.
It put forward the idea that a group of features ianportant
for its function. In Ancient western philosophictiought,
idealism of Plato explained about such essenceron.flt is
known as at the Platonic idealism. Essentialisnreshdhe
view that few categories such as, ethnic groupsistgenders,
an original sculpture etc. has certain inherenlitres or real
characteristic which cannot be identified directly.

Essentialism in the discipline of history consgldrasic
characteristics of a state, nation or culture base the
assumption that the specialties of that region aohbk
understood in this way. In certain circumstanchs toncept
had been use as anticipation to approve and deamational,
regional or political identities. This concept Hzeen used by
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the colonialism as well as the condemnation of mialesm.
Contemporary historians have negated the essehtiali
methodologies but some are still making use of agert
variants.

Relativism works on the other lines of essentmalis
According to this concept, there are no definitghts and this
truth changes according to the beliefs and soamima. It
gives importance to the relative values. Relativitates that
there are no absolute truths and each thing isréift in
perception and consideration. It argues that ekergt will
keep on changing as per the consciousness andieaatsin.

Relativism acknowledges the claims to objectiwithin a
specific sphere. It affirms that facts in that gjghare relative
to the orientation of a perceiver. There are vaitypes of
relativism. They vary in scope and nature. Theskide moral
relativism, epistemic relativism, alethic relativisand cultural
relativism. Moral relativism deals with the disslanities in
moral judgments among individuals and cultures.stepnic
relativism argues that there are no definite faelated to
social norms. Alethic relativism states that thisrao absolute
truth and truth always have a relative character.

Truth and Objectivity

Historical objectivity is closely associated witte idea of
value-judgment. Objectivity in history is the viethat any
historical writing should have the backup of comberéacts.
There should be absenteeism of sentiments, partiahd
preconception. All these factors should jointly pgagether
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beyond identities such as race, ethnicity, nationagender
etc. It is simply considered as giving honourhe truth. In
other words, it is the separation of researchemfabject or
subject in order to get an unbiased result.

Historical discourses are considered as subjechtieer
than objective because there is an understandiaig those
who are writing history cannot keep their statersewith
scientific ways. Mark Bevir states that, “in gerdems, the
argument is that we cannot have objective histbrica
knowledge because we do not have access to a gasn
against which to judge rival interpretations”. lhost, it is
argued that historical objectivity is not obtair@liain reason
for this are the nature and selection of historicaident. Other
reason is the personality, motives and habits@ftithor.

In Twentieth century, there was an attempt by the
historians and philosophers to find out the emairicuth in
history, which means pure and objective historygng&ind
Freud observes that ancient historians were notrlyove
concerned with being historical at all. He stat8a/hile
empirical history did not exist within the methodgy of these
ancient historians, as scholars we know that tlsseces
possess academic value despite of their lack dbrigal
credibility. If we remain within the borders of oorodernist
forefathers' impossible desire for purely objectivath, we
will never conceive the broader, undeniable trutmt t
encompasses both subjective (ancient) and objegtieelern)
realities” F. Ankersmit states that, “In fact, tlgestion
whether there is something special about truthgtoty is one
of the most important problems in philosophy otdng.”

School of Distance Education, University of Calicut 91



HIS2CO01 : HISTORY AND THEORY

Truth in history is about the epistemological prsifon, the
objectivity of historical truth and the social catmmhing of
historical knowledge. As Marek Tamm states, “trathims in
history writing are based not on their direct relatwith
reality but on a disciplinary consensus as to tlethods of
inquiry, cognitive values and epistemic virtues”.

The main argument related to the truth and ohjigtin
history is based on the cognitive relationshipha historian.
Historians expressed diverse views on the causdSrafch
revolution or the nature of industrial revolutiofhe lack of
objectivity and truth in history leads to the caudlictory
narration of historical facts.

Foucault and the history of power

Power is considered as a repressive force or atineg
force used to keep something in check. Hierarcloptrol,
order and discipline are some terms closely assatiaith the
word power. In a liberal sense of the term, “Powestild be
defined as the ability to influence the behaviolinthers or a
course of events into one’s favour. Michel Foucault
(1926-1984), a 20 century French philosopher associated
with the Structuralist and Post-Structuralist moeain
disagreed with this definition. According to himovwer was
not just wielded by a few individuals but peoplee ar
themselves the instruments of the power that tihegabjected
to. He also believed that science and knowledgenatabe
separated from power.
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Foucault explains his analysis through the miawbtips
of power. Power is not concentrated to specifiatatiof the
society but is actually present everywhere and ¢&n
explained by the concept of force relation thatsexi
throughout the social system. The sum total of finee
relations of all inequalities that exists in theciab structure
results in the flow of power.

Foucault doesn’t see power in a negative light.sees it
as something that is present in every basic instituand
aspect of the society. He used two main methodesogo
study about the micro-politics of power, namely the
“Archaeology of knowledge” which he later shiftstan
Genealogy of power. He divides power into threeesypvhich
could overlap or coexist at any given point of tifk@ucault
examines how power and knowledge are interrelated a
developed in concrete and historical frameworks.

According to Foucault, there are three types oivgro
each of which could overlap and co-exist at anyegiperiod
of time. The three main types of power are as V¥aito

1. Sovereign Power
2. Disciplinary Power
3. Bio-power

1. Sovereign power:

This type of power enforces violence and physica
punishment. The power is highly repressive in reatdrmy
and law enforcement bodies hold the apex positiggower in
this kind of power. Absolute monarchy and dictatgrs are
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common forms of sovereign power. Public displaystdte
induced violence is common to threaten and keeptiic in
check. Here the power is exercised on the peomm fan
external factor to follow rules or discipline.

2. Disciplinary power:

The individuals of the society are both objectsd an
instruments of exercising the disciplinary powemherte is
constant surveillance by the society. The expressibthis
power is by normalizing it. Here, the display ofny@w is more
important than the actual exertion. Panopticonopriss a
classic example of this. In £8Century Jeremy Bentham, an
English social theorist designed a circular prismmcept
called the Panopticon, where the guard was place@ni
observation tower in the centre of the prison, frefmich he
could watch any prisoner at any point of time witheheir
knowledge. This threat of constant surveillancecddr the
prisoners to be at their best behaviour all thetim

3. Biopower

In this there is a large scale regulatory powat dven the
human body becomes controlled. Biopower is actually
disciplinary power when used over large populatiosgead of
individuals. The Genocide is an example where lin@ration
of Jewish population was normalized by the disngly
powers of the society.

Expression of Power

The power is expressed either by repression or by
normalizing it. Repression is the common known egpion of
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power and often uses explicit form of violence. Halizing

power is the subtle form of expression, but it ¢gsually the
most dangerous form. By normalizing power, the acilsj do
what they think, they actually want to do but imntis formed
by the influence of morals, ethics and rules pytlace by the
existing forces of power. The personalized adventisnts that
pops up on social media, which tempts you to bogwa dress,
is a less dangerous manifestation of this, whilépraatices
like apartheid are the evil faces of this normdi@aof power.

Relation between Power and Knowledge

Discipline encompasses individuals as both objacid
instruments of exercising power. There are actu#liisee
procedures of enforcing disciplinary power, namely
hierarchical observation, normalizing judgments and
examination. It is interesting to note that thenfation of
knowledge follows the same path, observation, nbzaison
and evaluation. This actually shows us how indigithation
and tantalization of knowledge is used to enfoncaaymalize
power.

It is visible that, how the sum total of aesthetanduct,
everyday reality, self-reflection, faith and emgsm and
western political rationalizations form part of tteatalization
and individualization technologies that could béum used to
discipline others or discipline the self. Thus leadto power
domination.

According to Foucault truth or knowledge can bierinal
to oneself or can be discovered and extracted teyviention
of others. He analysis that power related to siskfmeadness,
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sexuality or punishments produce effects of truthjch are
conditional, invested and fabricated and thesésragbuld be
challenged and changed depending on the enforcewfent
power. So discipline is connected to identity- c¢idason
influenced by knowledge-production.

Foucault's argues that power is not concentrated t
particular section of the society. It interactsotigh force
control arising due to inequality and unbalance iarttierefore
everywhere and everyone is subjected to it. Thgestbf the
power could be the object and instrument of conatokhe
same time. Discourses have the power to questidrclaange
the power dynamics. Power is neither a negative teor
positive; it is something that exists like physiddentity,
knowledge and science cannot be separated from rpowe
Foucault rejects the idea of a universal truth. dkding to
him, every ethics and paths of self reflection wbketit is the
pursuits of self-identification of Platonic way®lfsmastery of
the stoics, the Christian confessions and the nexdwvestern
political rationalization are all forms of exercigipower.

Bourdieu and Reflexive Social Science

Pierre Bourdieu (1930- 2002) was a French socisipg
public intellectual and anthropologist. He wroteemsively on
education, popular culture, media and aestheticss H
intellectual engagements aim to deal with the dynsnmand
relations of power in society, logic of everydaye liand
reflexive sociology. Bourdieu's works enquire abdubw
power moves and sustain the social order in alé tperiods
and there by influencing generations.
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He introduced prominent concepts in social scierite
Theory of capital and class distinction, Theory H#bitus,
Disposition, social hierarchy, Field Theory etc.uBdieu tried
to overcome the duality in the field of social thesuch as
empirical and theoretical, objective and subjectivécro and
macro, material and symbolic, structure and ageRuplic
and private etc:- He was influenced by a numbauraber of
intellectuals including Karl Marx, Max Weber, Emile
Durkheim, Maurice Merleu Ponty and Levi Strausss hliajor
works include, Distinction: A Social Critique ofe¢ldudgement
of Taste (1979), Outline of a Theory of Practic@7a), The
Field of Cultural Production (1993), The Rules at £1996),
The State Nobility (1989), On Television (1996).

By 1980s Bourdieu entered into the public realm of
debates and by 1990s he began to engage more oliticg
activism. He was an ardent critique of globalisatiand
neoliberalism. He started to a project to study ithpact of
neoliberal discourses and structural reforms innéga The
study report was published in 1993 in the name "TWeght
of the World". He frequently made comments on thétipal
affairs of France. In 1989 he launched a reviewrjaunamed
Liber.

Bourdieu makes large use of the idea of reflexivit
many of his writings. Reflexivity refers to the iadly
of reflecting things or the activity of self reface. In the
realm of sociology of knowledge the idea of reflétyi is
related to the globular connection between caudeeéfect. It
is mainly related to the composition of individuaglief. It
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deals with the ability of an individual to acknoatge the
powers of socialisation and restructuring theirifp@s in the
social composition.

Bourdieu emphasized on the value of reflexive @ogy.
He states that the social scientists has to corttieat studies
with proper care about the impact of their persatahd and
their already understood ideas on social strucitiney have to
be vigilant about how these internalized ideas goig to
influence the objectivity. In his view, the socigists should
deal with the sociology of sociology. It is impartdor a social
scientist to stress upon a conscious vigilanceetbez they can
understand their own biased positions in the acaderrk.
Bourdieu states that the scientist has to undetstiueir
prejudices getting from their social position.

Bourdieu is of the opinion that reflexivity can beught
and understand, and integrated into various leMatgacticals.
There are three levels of analysis related to thecept of
reflexivity. They are, The level of ‘ordinary refieity, the
level of ‘scientific reflexivity and the the levalf* societal
reflexivity.

The different facets of Bourdieu’s multi-layered
conception of reflexivity can be traced in his keytings. The
most important component of Bourdieu’s conceptioh o
reflexivity is science. Other elements include gilince,
consciousness, self awareness, critique, self vigation,
distance taking, rupture, epistemology, historinsg
understanding and emancipation.

Bourdieu’s understanding of reflexivity is complied and
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multidimensional. In his point of view, the concepf
‘reflexivity plays a major role in the pursuit ad@ology.

In short, as Loic Wacquant argued , “Reflexive iSlogy
starts with the ‘very primitive assumption thatdaheis made
by the praxis of men in all their wholeness anshiaped by the
lives they lead”. Thus the the idea of reflexivityis a
dependable methodological tool for the building avitical
epistemologies. It will also help for the pursudl social
research.

The Cracked Mirror: An Indian Debate on Experience
and Theory- Gopal Guru and Sundar Sarukkai

The Cracked Mirror: An Indian Debate on Experieand
Theory, coauthored by political theorist Gopal Guand
philosopher of science Sundar Sarukkai, publishe20il2 by
Oxford University Press, is a work on Dalit expades and
untouchability in India. The book was written indalogue
and mutual conversation format and aims to addtass
relationship between experience and theory in mdiacial
science.

The book deals with the issues related to theorndian
social scenario, the character of individual andlective
experiences, ethical issues in theorizing and emistogy, the
relationship between ethics and theory and politmfs
experience. The authors bring up the image of eékedhmirror
to propose a complicated and malformed relatiorwéet
experience and theory.

Gopal Guru presents the argument that the Brahimins
Indian social sciences are engaging in theoretwoak and the
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Shudras have been left with the ‘earthen pot ftkkmpirical
details. Guru also argues how Dalits need theorg ascial
necessity. He is of the opinion that few among upgseste
scholars are controlling the spaces and rulinghieery. They
also take over the dalit and adivasi experiencasdhginally
belong to the dalit adivasi intellectual universe.

The authors are of the opinion that the baseewrihation
should be experience, particularly the experienaas
victimized and the marginalized. Sarukkai, discassgout the
extent of experience and the necessity for furtio@sideration
to highlight its importance.

The book basically talks about the theorizationDaflit
experiences. It also conceptualize the debataltegoey of
untouchability. Authors made use of both Indian arebtern

intellectual traditions to materialize the debaiad discussion
on this area.
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