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MCQ-INVITATION TO SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY

1. Socia theory tells us how to
A. visualise the socia universe.
B. visualise the culture of society.
C. learn the history of universe.
D. All of the Above
2. Social theory is
A. about the knowledge of socia universe.
B. about the knowledge of culture.
C. about the knowledge of individual.
D. about the knowledge of customs

3. Which sociological perspective holds that if an aspect of social life does not
contribute to a society's stability or survival it will not be passed on from one
generation to the next?

A. conflict perspective

B. interactionist perspective
C. microsociology

D. functionalist perspective

4. Which sociologica perspective assumes that social behaviour is best understood in
terms of tension between competing groups?

A. conflict perspective
B. interactionist perspective
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C. microsociology
D. functionalist perspective
5. "The Rule of Sociological Method" was written by
A. Emile Durkheim
B. Georg Simmel
C. Vilfredo Pareto
D. Max Weber
6. "Principles of Sociology" was written by
A. Emile Durkheim
B. P.V. Young
C. Herbert Spencer
D. Auguste Comte
7. Comte's term 'positivism’ refers to:
A. atheory that emphasizes the positive aspects of society
B. the precise, scientific study of observable phenomena
C. atheory that posits difficult questions and sets out to answer them
D. anunscientific set of laws about social progress
8. Structural-Functionalists describe society as:
A. acomplex network of interaction at a micro-level
B. asource of conflict, inequality, and alienation
C. anunstable structure of socia relations
D. anormative framework of roles and institutions
9. The pragmatist philosophy used in Symbolic Interactionist theory teaches that:
A. Theory must be augmented by straightforward, plausible methods
B. we can find true, objective knowledge of the world through our senses
C. knowledgeis produced in everyday, practical situations
D. the best socia theory was developed in Prague
10. Dahrendorf, Rex, and Habermas focused their attention on:
A. socia solidarity and cohesion
B. theinterpretive understanding of action
C. women's experiences and gendered knowledge
D. power, domination, and conflict
11. What is narrative analysis?
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A. A literary approach to documents

B. Anapproach that is sensitive to questions that concern how people
choose to sequence and represent people and events

C. A form of thematic analysis
D. A method of improving the quality of interview materia
12. What do advocates of narrative analysis prefer to study?
A. The extent to which analytic induction can be value-free
B. Theiterative process of grounded

C. Theethical implications of conducting a secondary anaysis of
qualitative data

D. Thewaysin which people use stories to make sense of eventsin their
lives

13. What is one of the main ethical problems associated with conducting a secondary
anaysis of qualitative data?

A. The participants may not have given informed consent to the reuse of their
data

B. It involves deceiving respondents about the nature of the research

C. The secondary analyst must adopt a covert role and is at risk of "going
native"

D. Respondents are likely to experience physical harm as aresult of the process
14. What is * Hermeneutics’?
A. Theory of society
B. Theory of interpretation
C. Theory of action
D. Theory of religion
15. Who introduced the positivism in Sociology?
A. Emile Durkheim
B. Max Webar
C. August Compte
D. Herold Garfinke
16. Which of the following method is not used in Qualitative Research?
A. Case study
B. Ethnography
C. Statistical Analysis
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D. observation
17. In - depth investigation of single person, group or event means....
A.Dataanalysis
B. observation
C. sampling
D. Case study
18. Which one the following term is associated with “Theory of Knowledge”?
A) Epistemology
B) Ontology
C) Positivism
D) Phenomenol ogy

19. “Thick description’ is
A. An ethnographic method
B. Narrative anaysis
C. Ethnography on the Balinese cockfight
D.Interpretive theory of culture

20 form an essential element of all sociological
works.

A. Concepts

B. Imagination

C. Theories

D. variables

21. Theterm sociological imagination was coined by
A. Sorokin
B. Wright Mills
C. Giddens
D. Parsons
22. Functionalism and conflict theories tend towards sociological analysis.
A. Micro
B. Modern
C. Macro

Invitation to Sociological Theory



School of Distance Education

D. Current

23. According to ........... “Sociological imagination is the vivid awareness of the
relationship between experience and the wider society."

A. Giddens
B. Berger
C. Mills
D. Goffman
24. Who coined the terms “public issues’ & “private troubles’ in sociology?
A. Durkheim
B. Wright mills
C. Garfinkel
D. None of the above

25. Which of these statements best represents C. Wright-Mills’s idea of “the
sociological imagination’?

A. understanding the differences between the classical theorists
B. bringing together private troubles and public issues

C. seeing the social world as one made up of “social facts’

D. None of the above

26. Sociological allows people to see the relationship between their
personal experiences and broader social and historical events.

A. Consciousness
B. Imagination

C. Questions

D. Theory

P interaction consists of vocal or other gestures and language, spoken
or written.

A. Direct

B. Symbolic
C. Socia

D. Personal

Invitation to Sociological Theory 5



School of Distance Education

28. The book “The Sociological Imagination” was published in which year?
A. 1839
B. 1996
C. 2004
D. 1959

29.A __ isexplanation for why a phenomenon occurs.
A. Theory
B. Fact
C. Assumption
D. Concept

30. A set of interrelated concepts used to describe, explain, and predict how society
and its parts are related to each other.

A. Hypothisis
B. Theory
C. Fact
D. Assumption
31 .. deal with the basic issues that a theory must address.
A. Meta-theoretical schemes
B. Analytical Scheme
C. Discursive scheme
D. Conceptua scheme

32. Theories generated by logical deduction from a priori assumptions.
A. Grounded theory
B. Speculative theory
C. Middle range theory
D. Conflict theory

33. Theories based on the findings of empirical research and they are suited to their
specific uses.

A. Grounded theory
B. Speculative theory

Invitation to Sociological Theory



School of Distance Education

C. Middle range theory
D. Functional Theory

3 is an attempt to develop theories from an analysis of the patterns,
themes, and common categories discovered in observational research.

A. Grounded theory

B. Speculative theory
C. Middle range theory
D. Functional Theory

35. A broad conceptual scheme with systems of interrelated propositions that
provide a general frame of reference for the study of socia processes and institutions.

A. Speculative theory
B. Grand theory

C. Middle range theory
D. Functional Theory

36. The central concern of isthe explanation of the apparent stability
and internal cohesion of societies necessary to ensure their continued existence over time.

A. Functionalism
B. Structuralism
C. Marxism
D. Conflict
37. A theoretical perspective that derives socia processes from human interaction.
A. Functionalism
B. Structuralism
C. Interactionism
D. Conflict theory
38. The study of how individuals act within society.
A. Functionalism
B. Structuralism
C. Interactionism
D. Conflict theory

39. The basic notion of isthat human action and interaction are
understandable only through the exchange of meaningful communication or symbols.

A Functionalism
B. Structuralism
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C. Interactionism
D. Conflict theory

40. The theoretical perspective which studies how we use and interpret symbols
not only to communicate with each other, but also to create a sense of self, and to create
and sustain what we experience as the reality of a particular social situation.

A. Interactionism
B. Functionalism
C. Structuralism
D. Conflict theory
41. Who coined the term Symbolic interactionism?
A. RK Merton
B. Herbert Blumber
C. GHMead
D. Marx
42. The Mgjor roots of symbolic Interactionism?
A. Pragmatism and Psychological behaviourism,
B. Criticism and Psychological behaviourism
C. Idealism and Psychological behaviourism
D. Psychologica behaviourism and Conflict theory
43. Founder of Symbolic interactionism?
A.GH Mead
B. C.H.Cooley
C. Blumer
D. Herbert Blumber

44. Sociology differs from common sensein that ?

A. it focuses on the researchers own experiences

B. it makes little distinction between the way the world is and the way it ought to
be

C. its knowledge is accumul ated from many different research contexts
D. it is subjective and biased
45. What does Berger (1963) describe as a metaphor for social reality?
A. afairground ride
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B. acircus
C. apuppet theatre
D. abalet

46. Society cannot be studied in the same way as the natural world because:

A. human behaviour is meaningful, and varies between individuals and
cultures

B. it isdifficult for sociologists to gain access to aresearch |aboratory

C. sociologists are not rational or critical enough in their approach

D. we cannot collect empirical data about social life

47. Sociology differs from common sense in that:
A. it focuses on the researchers’ own experiences

B. it makeslittle distinction between the way the world is and the way it
ought to be c) its knowledge is accumulated from many different
research contexts

C. itissubjective and biased

48. In Sociology, Society islooked upon as
A. caste and class.

B. socia stratification.

C. simple society.

D. system of parts.

49. Questions on common sense knowledge lead to the
A. sociologica knowledge.
B. social differentiation.
C. Social awareness
D. Commonsense

50. The basis of ‘common sense’ knowledgeis
A. rationa thinking
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B. general understanding
C. objective
D. hasabody of facts

51. Sociology isthe study of
A. human social behavior.
B. plantsand animals.
C. man and environment.
D. earth.
52. Macro-sociological theories focuses on

A. small groups

B. large groups

C. minorities

D. tribal groups

53. Who wrote the book Sociology as a Humanistic Discipline
A. Peter Berger
B. C.H.Cooley
C. Blumer
D. Herbert Blumber
54. What is the materialist conception of history?

A. Processes of historical change are a reflection of the economic development of
asociety.

B. Processes of economic change are based in history.
C. Processes of historical change are based in class war.
D. None of the options given are correct

55. What is the relationship between base and superstructure?

A. The change in the economic base of a society leads to the change in
superstructure.

B. The change in superstructure leads to the change in the economic base of a
society.

C. None of the options given are correct.

56. Gramsci shifted the focus of Marxist analysis through which of the following
ideas?
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A. Hegemony is a product of the lack of class conflict.

B. That consent for a particular social and political system was produced and
reproduced through the operation of hegemony.

C. None of the options given are correct.
57. According to critical theorists, what is 'emancipation'?

A. Reconciliation with power. B. Humanity gaining power over nature.

C. Reconciliation with nature.

D. None of the options given are correct

58. What are the main concerns of the members of the Frankfurt School ?

A. The social basis and nature of authoritarianism.

B. The structure of the family.

C. The concepts of reason and rationality.

D. All of the options given are correct.
59. Why did the Frankfurt School temporarily leave Germany?

A. Because of the weather.

B. They wanted to reach an English speaking audience.

C. To escape Nazism.

D. Because Adorno wanted to see all of the great jazz in New Y ork.
60. What University in the United States did the Frankfurt School become affiliated with?

A. Harvard

B. Columbia

C.Yae

D. UC Berkeley

61. The Frankfurt School of literary theory was most greatly influenced by which
of the following schools of thought ?

A. Formalism
B. Structuralism
C. Poststructuralism
D. Marxism
62. Who coined the term "cultural materialism'?
A. Stephen Greenblatt
B. Raymond Williams
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C. Louis mantrose
D. None of the above
63. In which year the book Dialectic of Enlightenment was published ?

A. 1987
B. 1997
C. 1967
D. 1947
64. The Frankfurt School was founded in which year?
A. 1933
B.1923
C. 1929
D. 1920
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Answer Key

1. A 23.C 45.C
2. A 24.B 46. A
3. D 25.B 47.C
4, A 26.B 48.D
5 A 27.B 49. A
6. C 28.D 50. A
7. B 29.A 51.A
8 D 30.B 52.B
9. C 31 A 53.A
10.D 32.B 54. A
11.B 33.A 55. A
12.D 34.A 56.B
13. A 35.B 57.C
14.B 36. A 58.D
15.C 37.C 50.C
16.C 38.C 60. D
17.D 39.C 61.D
18. A 40. A 62.B
19.D 41.B 63.D
20.C 42. A 64.C
21.B 43. A

22. C 44, C

65.
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