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SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY: AN INTRODUCTION

MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

1. Inwhich year did the French revolution take place?
A. 1789
B. 1769
C. 1787
D. 1798
2. When did the Industrial revolution take place?
A. 16th Century
B. 17th Century
C. 18th Century
D. 19th Century

3. Asaresult of ---- the aristocrats lost their power and wealth and bourgeoisie came
into power

A. Scientific thought
B. French revolution
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C. Industria revolution
D. Globalization
4, - paved way for the destruction of feudal system and emergence of modern
capitalism
A. Scientific thought
B. French revolution
C. Industria revolution
D. Globalization
5. What was the mgjor factor that led to French revolution?
A. Enlightenment
B. Industrial revolution
C. Positive philosophy
D. Estate system
6. Thehierarchical system existed in France at the time of French revolution
A. Class system
B. Caste system
C. Estate system
D. Egdlitarianism
7. Which wasthefirst estate prevailing in France during French revolution?
A. Clergy
B. Nobles
C. Sefs
D. Labourers
8. Which was the second estate prevailing in France during French revolution?
A. Clergy
B. Nobles
C. Sefs
D. Labourers
9. Which wasthe third estate prevailing in France during French revolution?
A. Clergy
B. Nobles
C. Sefs
D. Labourers
10. Thefirst estate in France held its supremacy through the power of church
A. Clergy
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B. Nobles
C. Sefs
D. Labourers
11. The period of enlightenment is also known as
A. Ageof darkness
Age of reasoning
Age of revolution

O 0w

Age of commonsense

12. ............... associated with the enlightenment is the 17th century.
Globalization

Privatization

Scientific thought

D. Common sense

O w >

13. Who among the following is closely associated with “Enlightenment?’
A. Auguste Comte
B. Herbert Spence
C. George Simmel
D. Voltare

14. Who is the author of ‘Political Philosophy’ that had significantly influenced the
French revolution?

A. Jean-JacquesRousseau
B. Montesquieu
C. DenisDiderot
D. David Hume
15. The political tension and economic antagonism between two classesis called
A. Class competition
B. Class conflict
C. Classinterests
D. Class upheaval
16. According to Marx, the conflict of interests between two antagonistic classes leads to
A. Classstruggle
B. Classtension
C. Competition
D. War
17. The egalitarian society Marx believed to replace the capitalism is called
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A. Feudal society
B. Agrarian society
C. Socialist society
D. Industria society
18. Who said that Sociology is a science?
A. Auguste Comte
B. Herbert Spencer
C. Emile Durkheim
D. Max Webber
19. Who advocated a social action approach in sociology?
A. Auguste Comte
B. Herbert Spencer
C. Emile Durkheim
D. Max Webber

20. The socia force binding people together in a society will be weak when the society is
characterized by

A. Mechanica solidarity
B. Organic solidarity
C. Inorganic solidarity
D. Capita solidarity
21. Strong social bonds between people can be seen when the society is characterised by
A. Mechanica solidarity
B. Organic solidarity
C. Inorganic solidarity
D. Capita solidarity
22. Urbanization was the result of --------------- during 18thcentury
A. Scientific thought
B. French revolution
C. Industria revolution
D. Globalization
23. Who served as advisors to King and Governors in the estate system?
A. Clergy
B. Nobles
C. Sefs
D. Labourers
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24. The scientific view developed by Auguste Comte is known as
A. Philosophical science
B. Positive philosophy
C. Negative philosophy
D. Scientific philosophy
25. Auguste Comte initially called Sociology ----------
A. Socia dynamics
B. Socia system
C. Socia physics
D. Socia science
26. “The Law of Three Stages’ is an idea developed by
A. Herbert Spencer
B. Auguste Comte
C. Karl Marx
D. George Simme
27. Comte developed the Law of Three Stagesin hiswork ----
A. Treatise on Sociology
B. Religion of Humanity
C. TheOrigin of Sociology
D. The Course in Positive Philosophy
28. Comte used the term Social Statics to indicate
A. Existing socia structures
B. Positive effects
C. Socia dynamics
D. Socia evolution
29. According to Comte the second stage in ‘the Law of Three stages’ is
A. Theological stage
B. Meta-physical stage
C. Evolutionary stage
D. Positive stage
30. According to Comte the third stage in the Law of Three Stagesis known as
A. Positive stage
B. Theological stage
C. Evolutionary stage
D. Metaphysical stage
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31. The sociological perspective developed by Auguste Comte is known as
Constructionism
Interpretivism

O w >

Positivism
D. Phenomenology
32. Auguste Comte's law of three stages about the development of society include
A. Feudal, Industrial and mechanical
B. Positive, negative and neutral
C. Theological, metaphysical and positive
D. Inequality, conflict and equality
33. “Principles of Sociology’ is a work done by
A. Auguste Comte
B. Herbert Spencer
C. Emile Durkheim
D. Max Webber
34. Who among the following is known as “‘Social Darwinist’
A. Herbert Spencer
B. Auguste Comte
C. Gerorge Simmel
D. Emile Durkheim
35. ‘Positive Polity” is written by
A. Herbert Spencer
B. Auguste Comte
C. Gerorge Simme
D. Emile Durkheim
36. The term *Organic analogy’ is associated with
A. Herbert Spencer
B. Auguste Comte
C. Gerorge Simmel
D. Emile Durkheim
37. The concept of ‘Social evolution’ was developed by
A. Herbert Spencer
B. Auguste Comte
C. Gerorge Simmel
D. Emile Durkheim
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38. “The Man Versus The State’ is written by
A. Auguste Comte
B. Herbert Spencer
C. Gerorge Simme
D. Emile Durkheim
39. Who among the following viewed society as an organism with interrelated parts
A. Auguste Comte
B. Herbert Spencer
C. Gerorge Simmel
D. Emile Durkheim

40. Who argued that the society and living organisms have similarities in structure and
function?

A. Herbert Spencer
B. Auguste Comte

C. Gerorge Simmel
D. Emile Durkheim

41. According to Durkheim anomie refersto

A. A construct, or amade-up model that serves as a measuring rod against which
actual cases can be evaluated.

B. The study of small groups.

C. A condition of instability resulting from a breakdown of standards and values
or from alack of purpose or ideals

D. A set of statements that seeksto explain problems, actions, or behaviour
42. Durkheim introduced the concept of “anomie’ was in his study of
A. Suicide
B. Socia control
C. Social progress
D. Modernization
43. The Rules of Sociological Method is afamous work of
A. Herbert Spencer
B. Auguste Comte
C. Gerorge Simme
D. Emile Durkheim
44. Who introduced the term *anomie’ in the study of society
A. Herbert Spencer

Sociological Theory: An Introduction 7



School of Distance Education

B.

Auguste Comte

C. Gerorge Simme
D. Emile Durkheim
45. Durkheim argued that the task of sociology should be the study of ----

A.
B.
C.
D.

Social progress
Social facts
Anomie
Consciousness

46. ‘Suicide’ was published in the year

A.
B.
C.
D.

1897
1987
1798
1879

47. *Suicide’ is authored by

A.
B.
C.
D.

Herbert Spencer
Auguste Comte

Gerorge Simmel
Emile Durkheim

48. The Division of Labour in Society is agreat work by

A.
B.
C.
D.

Emile Durkheim
Herbert Spencer
Auguste Comte

Gerorge Simmel

49. The Elementary Forms of Religious Life iswritten by

A.
B.

Karl Marx
Emile Durkheim

C. Auguste Comte

D.

Gerorge Simmel

50. According to Durkheim the central characteristic of religion was

A.
B.
C.
D.

Sacred-profane dichotomy

Life after death

Highly superstitious

Elimination of al forms of discrimination

51. Who said that society is a ‘reality sui generis?’

A. Auguste Comte
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B. Herbert Spencer
C. Emile Durkheim
D. Max Webber
52. According to Durkheim, social solidarity depends on the extent of
A. Discrimination
B. Alienation
C. Division of labour
D. Gender inequality
53. According to Durkheim primitive societies are characterised by
A. Mechanica solidarity
B. Organic solidarity
C. Nominal solidarity
D. Attitudinal solidarity
54. Durkheim denoted the establishment of specified jobs for specific people as
A. Thedivision of gender
B. Thedivision of labour
C. Thedivision of rules
D. Thedivision of solidarity
55. The binding force between individual and society in primitive societiesis regarded as
A. Conscience collective
B. Totemism
C. Socid facts
D. Suicide
56. According to Durkheim, modern societies are characterised by
A. Mechanica solidarity
B. Organic solidarity
C. Nominal solidarity
D. Attitudinal solidarity
57. The term conscience collective was used by Durkheim to indicate
A. Shared taboos
B. Fashion sense among the members
C. Shared belief system
D. Kinship system
58. The type of social solidarity found among agrarian societiesis
A. Mechanica solidarity
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B. Organic solidarity
C. Nominal solidarity
D. Attitudinal solidarity
59. Durkheim holds the view that the preindustrial societies were held together by
A. Mechanica solidarity
B. Organic solidarity
C. Nominal solidarity
D. Attitudinal solidarity

60. Societies, where individuals were held together by the mechanica solidarity are
characterised by

A. High differentiation between individual and collective conscience
B. No distinction between individua and collective conscience
C. Noconscience at al
D. Speciaised division of labour and job opportunities
61. According to Durkheim, the industrial societies are characterised by
A. Mechanica solidarity
B. Nominal solidarity
C. Attitudina solidarity
D. Organic solidarity
62. Durkheimian approach to sociology is called
A. Structuralism
B. Socialism
C. Functionalism
D. Interactionism

63. Durkheim held that in industrial societies, ------- is based around an acceptance of
economic and social differences

A. Social order

B. Socia differentiation

C. Social acceptability

D. Social thinking
64. According to Durkheim, anomic suicide occurs when

A. A person istoo much integrated with the society

B. A person fedls disconnected from the society due to lack of social integration

C. A person feelstotally detached from the society

D. A person fedls extreme socia regulation resulting in oppressive conditions
65. Weber’s analysis of modern society centred on the concept of..
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Rationalization
M odernization

0w >

Bureaucracy
D. Power
66. Who devel oped the concept of ideal type?
A. Karl Marx
B. Max Weber
C. Talcott Parsons
D. Auguste Comte
67. Which of the following is known to be the famous work of Max Weber
A. The German Ideology
B. The Sociology of Diaspora
C. The Protestant Ethic and Spirit of Capitalism
D. Suicide
68. The concept of Bureaucracy was developed by
A. Max Weber
B. Emile Durkheim
C. Herbert Spencer
D. Auguste Comte
69. To Max Weber, ideal types are
A. Socid redlities
B. Sociological phenomena
C. Material tools
D. Mental constructs
70. A rational-purposeful action is based on
A. Vauerationality
B. Traditiona rationality
C. Means-end rationality
D. Affectionate rationality
71. Thetype of action guided by customs and longstanding beliefsis
A. Wert-rational action
B. Zweck-rational action
C. Traditional action
D. Affective action
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72. When a person enjoys authority by virtue of hisinherited status, then that type of
authority isknown as

A. Traditional authority
B. Charismatic authority
C. Legal-rational authority
D. Democratic authority
73. Charismatic authority is characterized by
A. The supernatural powers possessed by a person
B. The exceptional persona qualities of aleader
C. Theinherited status
D. The status occupied by voting

74. According to Max Weber, the basis for the functioning of the legal-rational authority
is?

A. Non-hierarchy

B. Dysfunctiona system
C. Unwritten laws

D. Rules

75. A systematic interpretive process of understanding the meaning of action from the
actor’s point of view refersto

A. Verstehen
B. Functionalism
C. Structuralism
D. Conflict approach
76. ‘“The Protestant Ethic and the spirit of capitalism” was written by
A. Auguste Comte
B. Herbert Spencer
C. Emile Durkheim
D. Max Webber

77. Marx called the distinctive method for the analysis of the historical development of
society as

A. Conflict approach
B. Neo-Marxist theories
C. Historical materialism
D. Didectical materialism
78. The Communist Manifesto was written in the year
A. 1848
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B. 1838
C. 1845
D. 1854
79. Das Kapital was written by
A. Georg Simmel
B. Max Weber
C. Emile Durkheim
D. Karl Marx
80. Das Kapital was written in the year
A. 1876
B. 1786
C. 1867
D. 1875
81. The Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844 was written by
A. Auguste Comte
B. Karl Marx
C. Max Weber
D. George Simmel
82. ---- had a dominant intellectual influence on Karl Marx
A. Auguste Comte
B. Hege
C. Max Weber
D. George Simmel
83. A contribution to the “Critique of Political Economy’ is authored by
A. Herbert Spencer
B. Lewis Coser
C. Karl Marx
D. Max Weber

84. ----- isthe amount of socially necessary labour time needed to produce an article
under the normal conditions of production and with the average degree of skill and
intensity of the time.

A. Usevalue
B. Surplusvalue
C. Labour theory of vaue
D. Exchangevaue
85. In Marxist theory, the working classis called
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A. Theproletariat
B. Bourgeoisie
C. Capitalists
D. Leftists
86. According to Karl Marx, the history of al hitherto existing society is the history of
A. Economic determinism
B. Exploitation
C. Classstruggles
D. Alienation

87. According to Marx, the capacity to do a useful work that increases the value of the
productsis called

A. Surplusvalue
B. Labour value
C. Labour power
D. Exploitation
88. According to Marx, under capitalist mode of production, the surplus takes the form of
A. Loss
B. Profit
C. Product
D. Relations

89. The mode of production existed in primitive communities in which ownership of land
was communal is known as

A. Ancient mode of production

B. Capitalist mode of production

C. Feuda mode of production

D. Asiatic mode of production

90. The mode of production characterised by the emergence of private property is ---

A. Ancient mode of production

B. Capitalist mode of production

C. Feudal mode of production

D. Asatic mode of production

91. The relationship between those who own the means of production (the capitalists or
bourgeoisie) and those who do not (the workers or the proletariat) is called

A. Forces of production
B. Relations of production
C. Meansof production
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D. Exploitation
92. According to Marx, history evolves through the interaction between
A. Means of production and surplus value
B. Means of production and mode of production
C. Mode of production and relations of production
D. Means of production and relations of production
93. The system in which the capitalists own the means of production is
A. Socialism
B. Capitalism
C. Feudaism
D. Communism
94. A system in which the workers sell their labour power for wage is known as
A. Socialism
B. Capitalism
C. Feudaism
D. Communism
95. “Goods are produced for sale rather than own use’ is a remarkable characteristic of
A. Feuda societies
B. Capitalist societies
C. Ancient societies
D. Primitive societies
96. The concept of alienation is developed by
A. Karl Marx
B. Max Weber
C. Herbert Spencer
D. Auguste Comte

97. The process by which a commodity takes on an independent, almost mystical external
reality isknown as

A. External value
B. Surplusvalue
C. Fetishism of commodities
D. Labour value
98. Workers who sell their labour and do not own their own means of production are
A. Bourgeoisie
B. Proletariat
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C.
D.

Middle men
Slaves

99. Thedivision of classin acapitalist society is based on

A.

OO w

100.

101.

102.

103.
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The ownership of property

The changesin relations

The production of commodities

The surplus value

In afeudal society, feudal lords exploit -------
Slaves

Proletariats

Bourgeoisie

Serfs

In acapitalist society, Bourgeoisie exploit ---
Slaves

Proletariats

Lords

Serfs

In capitalism who owns and controls the capital ?
Slaves

Proletariats

Bourgeoisie

Serfs

Marx called the quality of acommodity to serve a particular human need or

function as

A.

O 0w

104.

105.
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Exchange value

Usevalue

Surplus value

Labour value

According to Marx. Exchange value isfound only in
Socialism

Capitalism

Feudalism

Communism

Marx called the capacity of human labour to bring about utility in a

commodity and produce simple use values as

A.

Useful |abour
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B.
C.

D.

106.

Abstract |abour
Distinct labour
Definite labour
Marx stated that the products of useful labour assumes the form of

commoditiesonly in

A.

O 0O w

107.
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108.

Feudalistic societies

Ancient societies

Agricultural societies

Capitalist societies

According to Marx, exploitation takes the form of surplusvaluein
Feudalistic societies

Capitalist societies

Ancient societies

Agricultural societies

According to Marx, ------- breaks the fundamental connections human beings

have to the means of production in terms of economic subsistence and survival

A.
B.
C.
D.

109.

Alienation

Commoditization

Production activity

Exchange of goods

According to Marx, when workers become estranged from the things they

produce, it iscalled

A.
B.
C.
D.

110.

Alienation from the product activity

Alienation from the product

Alienation from the species

Alienation from fellow-beings

The type of aienation in which human beings lose control over the capacity of

their labour to affirm their being and define their self-existence is

A.
B
C.
D

111
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Alienation from the product activity

. Alienation from the product

Alienation from the sdlf

. Alienation from fellow-beings

When a person is aienated from the human social community, it is called
Alienation from the product activity

Alienation from the product

Alienation from the species
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Alienation from fellow humans.

The term used by Durkheim to identify a system of socia relations linking

individuals to each other and to the society asawholeis

A.
B.
C.
D.

113.

Acculturation
Association
Social solidarity
Social facts

For Durkheim ------- describes the degree of social integration which links

individuals to social groups outside them.

A.
B.
C.
D.

114.

Acculturation
Association
Social solidarity
Social facts

Thetype of socia bonding that discourages individual autonomy in a society

istermed as

A.
B
C.
D

115.

Mechanical solidarity

. Organic solidarity

Homogenous solidarity

. Heterogeneous solidarity

When a society is with a homogeneous popul ation which is small and isolated,

it is characterised by the existence of

A.
B
C.
D

116.

Mechanical solidarity

. Organic solidarity

Homogenous solidarity

. Heterogeneous solidarity

In a society where labour is specialized and individuals are linked more to

each other than they are to society as awhole, it is characterised by

A.
B
C.
D

117.

Mechanical solidarity

. Organic solidarity

Homogenous solidarity

. Heterogeneous solidarity

According to Durkheim, the primary characteristic of organic solidarity isthe

development of

A.
B.
C.
D

Social facts
Suicide

Division of labour
Forced labour
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According to Durkheim, when an industrial crisis breaks down the social

solidarity existing between specialized functions and creates a decline in social
cohesion, it iscalled

A.

OO w

119.
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120.

The forced division of labour

Poor division of labour

Abnormal division of labour

Anomic division of labour

According to Durkheim, ----- are external to the individual

Social facts

Social solidarity

Social justice

Social sanction

Durkheim maintained that in order to study socia facts, it should be

considered as

A.

121.

O 0O ®

Abstracts

Things

Facts

Pathol ogical

According to Durkheim, the study of the form and structure of societies and its

classification based on attributes can be called as

oo w>»

122.

Social pathology

Socia phenomenology

Socia morphology

Social psychology

Weber placed ----------- as the key to understand the pattern of historical

devel opment

A.

B
C.
D

123.

Power

. |deal types

Bureavcracy

. Rationalization

According to Weber, the process by which nature, society and individual

actions are increasingly mastered by an orientation to planning, technical procedure
and rational action is called

A.

B
C.
D

Rationalization

. Rationality

Social causation

. Individua autonomy
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124. The term Weber used to refer to the capacity of socia action to be subject to
caculation in the means and ends of actionis

A. Rationalization
B. Rationality
C. Socia causation
D. Calculation

125. According to Weber, the amount of quantitative calculation and accounting
procedure that goes into an action or decision is called

A. Practical rationality
B. Theoretica rationality
C. Formal rationality
D. Substantive rationality
126. Weber refers practical rationality as

A. Theamount of quantitative calculation and accounting procedure that goes
into an action or decision.

B. A way of looking at the world in which the meaning of an act isbelievedtolie
initsfunction or utility.

C. Theone that imposes order on reality by conceptual reasoning
D. A practica orientation of action regarding outcomes or results.
127. Max Weber’s ‘the Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism’ focuses on

A. Therelationship between the ethics of ascetic Protestantism and the
emergence of the spirit of modern capitalism

B. Therelationship between the Protestants and the Capitalists in terms of
exploitation

C. Therelationship of the ideology of Protestants and the Capitalist mode of
production

D. The issues in accumulating wealth among the Capitalists and the Protestants’
struggle

128. Who among the following said that ‘Sociology is the science of understanding
the meaning of social action?

A. Auguste Comte

B. Herbert Spencer
C. Emile Durkheim
D. Max Webber

129. Who among the following analysed the impact of religious beliefs on the
economic growth for the first time?

A. Auguste Comte
B. Herbert Spencer
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Q)

Max Webber
Emile Durkheim

o

130. Who advocated the social action approach in sociology for the first time?
Max Webber

Auguste Comte

Herbert Spencer

oo w >

Emile Durkheim

131. Weber’s concept, the Verstehen stands for

Understanding of how the researchersinterpret the social action
Understanding social action in an objective manner
Understanding how the social world is made of actors

oo w>»

Understanding social world from the point of view of the actors
132. What distinguishes Calvinism from Lutheranism?

Conversion

Predestination

Repentance

Systematization

133. The authority based on the exceptional qualities of aleader remarks

oo w >

Supreme authority
Legal-rational authority
Charismatic authority
Traditional authority

oo w>»
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